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A COMPARISON OF WAR 
EFFORTS 


III. Germany and Britain 


In the BULLETIN of June 28 changes in the structure of the German 
national income from 1929-to 1939 were traced and estimates made of 
military expenditure financed from sources in the Old Reich from 1932 


- to 1938. In the following article these data are used in conjunction 
i. with figures of public revenue, borrowing, etc., to give estimates of the 
e total military expenditure of the Greater Reich up to the end of 1940, and 
* comparisons are made between the British and German war efforts. 

: TOTAL GERMAN PUBLIC EXPENDITURE 

h NO figures of total public expenditure in Germany have been published 
r for the years after 1932, but it is possible for the later years to estimate 


public revenue from all sources, including borrowing, and‘so to arrive 
at the magnitude of expenditure indirectly. Table IV shows how this 


TABLE Iv? 
Total Receipts of German Public Authorities, 1931/2-1940/1 
(milliard Rm.) 
Earnings of 
public 
Taxes Recorded Estimated enterprise, Total 
net Secret fees, 
Borrowing Borrowing a 
etc. 
16.6 
14.6 
16.5 
18.9 
21.9 
25.2 
29.1 
39.7 
56.3 
78.0 
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1931/2 11.9 
1932/3 10.2 
1933/4 10.6 
1934/5 11.9 
1935/6 13.3 
1936/7 15.6 
1937/8 18.6 
1938/9 22.0 
1939/40 28.1 
1940/1 31.6 
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° . 
can be done. The total tax receipts of the Reich are published right 
up to date, as is total Reich borrowing (with the exception of the 
famous undisclosed borrowing of the years 1933-38), while local 
taxation receipts and local borrowing are available for all but the most 
recent years, and can easily be extrapolated without any serious risk 
of large errors. The public authorities have, of course, other sources 
of revenue—from the profits of trading enterprises and from fees, 
dues, and other contributions made directly to the administration 

1 Tables I, II and III are in the Bulletin of June 28, referred to above. , 
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which are not disclosed for recent years, and which it is necessary to 
estimate on some assumption such as that they have increased in the 
same proportion as tax revenue proper. Mention has already been 
made of the difficulty of assessing undisclosed borrowing. As was 
stated in the former article, there is a fair measure of agreement that 
it totalled about 12 milliard Rm. by early 1938, and in Table IV it 
is divided among the years in a way suggested as correct by the rates 
at which the bills held by banks increased. 

In Table V, these figures of total receipts (or expenditure) are 


TABLE V 
Comparison of Series 

(Miliiard Rm.) Estimated 
Increase increase Armament 
Total Total Difference of total of non- Home Expenditure 
receipts exhaustive (Transfer receipts military provided provided in 
Year (adjusted to expenditure expenditure) over 1932 expenditure military Old Reich 
calendar (TableIII) + 1md. (partly from expenditure (Table II] 

years) Rm. Table III) 

0 


1932 14.6 é x 

1933 15.9 - . ; 0.8 
1934 18.2 ¥ : 

1935 21.0 

1936 24.2 

1937 27.2 

1938 36.3 

1939 50.0 

1940 72.6 . 7.5 


adjusted to calendar years so as to be comparable with the statistics 
in the preceding tables, and are compared with the totals of exhaustive 
public expenditure previously calculated. The difference between 
these two series should represent transfers—war-debt interest, relief, 
subsidies, etc. The actual difference has a magnitude and shows 
movements which are not altogether unplausible. It is likely that 
transfer expenditure decreased considerably after about 1934 on 
account of the fall in unemployment, and that it rose again after 1937 
or 1938 on account of the mounting burden of debt interest. 

The crude calculation of military expenditure by the method of 
allotting to that purpose the whole increase of expenditure above the 
level of non-military expenditure in 1932, and then deducting amounts 
(which, as explained before,.must be almost completely conjectural) 
for the increase in non-military requirements, gives results which 
compare in an interesting way with the corresponding calculation 
performed on the figures of government exhaustive expenditure. It wil 
be seen that the estimate from revenue gives the lower result in every 
year, but especially from 1935 onwards. This can be accounted for 
largely by the above-mentioned decrease in the requirements of 
unemployment insurance, etc., which released funds to be transferred 
to military purposes. It also seems likely, however, that the estimates 
of total receipts are somewhat (though not, on the whole, more than 
a milliard Rm. or so) too low throughout. Larger discrepancies in 
particular years are probably largely due to wrong assumptions about 
the distribution of the secret borrowing through time. 

It seems reasonable, in view of the above, to take the total military 
expenditure of the last two or three years finahced by the Greater 
Reich as, about 3 milliard Rm. higher than the figure given by the 
estimate from receipts, i.e., at about 34 milliard Rm. for 1939 and 
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344 milliard for 1940. If it ‘is assumed that the burden of this 
expenditure is divided between the parts of the Reich in proportion 
to their national incomes, the portions borne by the Old Reich may 
be put at about 314 and 45 milliards respectively in the two years. 
For the year 1939, this has the consequence that private consumption 
and military exhaustive expenditure add up to almost exactly the 
amount of the net national income, leaving all non-military government 
exhaustive expenditure to be met by disinvestment. For the preceding 
year, 1938, such non-military exhaustive expenditure has already 
been estimated at 13.8 milliard Rm., but it is possible that this sum 
may have been cut down considerably under the conditions of 1939. 
It seems certain, at all events, that there was very marked disinvest- 
ment in the Old-Reich in 1939. This conclusion cannot be avoided by 
taking account of loot obtained from Czechoslovakia or Poland; since 
our estimates of military expenditure are based upon figures of receipts 
which take no account of such sources. It is, indeed, likely that the 
accumulation of military material was larger than is indicated by these 
figures because of the acquisition of Czechoslovak stocks, which were 
probably worth 1 or 2 milliard Rm., but to take account of this would 
raise the figures both of available national income and of exhaustive 
military expenditure, leaving the foregoing argument unaffected. 

No reliable information is yet available to indicate the course of 
private consumption in 1940. A reduction of 14 milliard Rm. which 
seems quite a likely and reasonable one has been semi-officially 
mentioned. This is probably exclusive of indirect taxation the inclu- 
sion of which would make the reduction (at market prices) perhaps 
164 md. Rm. In this case the total for the Old Reich would be 48.3 
md. Rm., leaving, after account has been taken of exhaustive 
military expenditure of the amount estimated above only about 
6 milliard Rm. to be used for non-military exhaustive public 
expenditure without bringing about disinvestment. It seems fairly 
certain that some disinvestment must have taken place in 1940 also, 
unless private consumption was reduced by well over 30 per cent as 
compared with the previous year. 


THE ToTaAL GERMAN WAR EFFORT 

It has just been mentioned that Germany in the year 1939 drew a 
considerable amount of loot—probably worth 1 or 2 milliard Rm. at 
least—from Czechoslovakia, not to mention that which was extracted 
from Poland later in the year. In 1940, of course, even greater 
quantities of loot were obtained in one form or another from the 
invaded Western countries. Some of this loot cannot be assessed at all, 
but far the greater part which has any immediate effect upon Germany’s 
war effort is that obtained under the guise of “‘occupation costs’, 
about which fairly full information is obtainable. These ‘‘occupation 
costs”’ constitute the bulk of the assistance which the German war 
effort is obtaining from the occupied territories of Europe. The total 
annual value of these contributions is about 9.1 milliard Rm., but it 
is known from data made public at the last annual meeting of 
the Bank of France that about half the French occupation costs, 
which are, of course, quite the biggest item, were not transferred to 
Germany or to German troops in the first half year of the occupation, 
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but piled up as Geyman credits with the Bank of France. It may be 
estimated, therefore, that, in the year 1940 (assuming that the Germans 
managed to transfer a rather larger proportion of the assessed charges 
from other countries than was the case with France), their total receipts 
from occupation costs were about 4 milliard Rm. Probably most, 
though not all, of this sum would represent the actual cost of upkeep 
of German forces of occupation. To this must be added receipts from 
the accumulation of clearing debts not counted in occupation costs, 
which may have proceeded at the rate of 2 or 3 milliard Rm. in 1940, 
though at a much slower rate in 1939. We may therefore add to the 
home-produced Greater German national income the following sums 
on account of consumable loot, occupation costs, other levies, and 
increases in clearing balances: for 1938, 1 milliard, for 1939, 3 milliard, 
and for 1940, 6 or 7 milliard Rm. It may be presumed that practically 
the whole of the contributions of the two first years went directly 
or indirectly to the military effort, and that the same has been true 
of a large proportion of the contributions exacted from abroad in 
1940. The total for this last year, incidentally, does not include the 
value of military equipment seized in France. The total expenditures 
on military purposes iy the last three years, including contributions 
from abroad, may therefore be put at about 20} milliard in 1938, 
37 in 1939, and about 60 milliard Rm. in 1940. 


GERMANY AND BRITAIN: A COMPARISON 

It is now possible to proceed to some highly interesting comparisons. 
First, the total magnitudes of the German national income and war 
expenditure may be compared with those of the British for the year 
1940 if the appropriate rate of conversion between the Reichsmark 
and the { for this purpose can be found. In the Bulletin of March 9, 
1940, the calculation of the appropriate parities for the year 1938 is 
described. The result of this calculation is that for goods and services 
consumed by the civil population, a rate of 14.5 Rm. to the { was 
then about right, while for the goods and services consumed by the 
Governments and by firms engaged in capital additions to plant, a rate 
of about 14 was appropriate. A study of the relative changes in British 
and German costs of living, wholesale commodity prices, and wages 
between 1938 and 1940 suggests that, in the latter year, rates of about 
12.4 and 11.4 Rm. to the £ should he used in connection with these 
two classes of commodities respectively. 

For the Greater Reich in 1940, the national income appears to have 
been made up approximately of 58 milliard Rm. of exhaustive govern: 
ment expendituge plus private net investment, and 62 milliard Rm. 
of. private consumption. Converting these amounts at the rates 
mentioned, we get a sterling equivalent for the Greater German 
national income at 1940 prices of some £10,090 million. The national 
income of the United Kingdom in the same year and on the same 
definition was officially estimated at £6,454 million, so that it was 
probably about 64 per cent of that of the Greater Reich. The population 
of the United Kingdom was only about 52 per cent of that of the Greater 
Reich, so that average income per head was some 24 per cent greater 
in this country than in Germany—a conclusion which, on the face of 
it, appears eminently reasonable. 
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The German war expenditure, including that provided by contribu- 
tions from the occupied countries, has been estimated above for 
1940 at 60 milliard Rm. or more, which is equivalent to about £5,200 
or £5,300 million. British war-expenditure (votes of credit) in 1940-41 
was £3,220 million, or about 61 to 62 per cent of the German. 

The other comparison which it is interesting to make is that between 
the rates at which Britain and Germany respectively have changed 
from peace to war economics. The table on p. 744 of the Bulletin of 
June 14 shows the proportions of the British national income con- 
stituted by civilian consumption, Government purchaseS of goods and 
services, and net investment or disinvestment in 1938 and in the four 
quarters of 1940. A corresponding table for Germany between 1932 
and 1940 may now be given (Table VI). The proportion given for 


TABLE VI 
Expenditures as Percentages of Net National Income, Greater Germany 
(Loot and ‘‘Occupation Costs’’ obtained from abroad excluded) 
1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 

Civilian Consumption 92 84 80 72 69 68 65 67(?) 
Govt. Purchases of Goods 

and Services (exclud- 

ing contributions from 

abroad) ww WY MW -B Bae ss 46 58 
Ditto for Military Pur- 

poses 2+ 34 5 i114 14 14 21 32 46 
Net Investment or Dis- 

investment —8 —I1 +1 43 4 +5 +2 —13(?) —7(?) 


military expenditure in this table is not comparable with that given for 
expenditure on the armed forces and their supply in the table 
for Britain, since it covers a wider range of activity. 

The main facts which emerge from this comparison may be 
summarized thus. Germany had already attained by 1933-34 the 
degree of conversion to a war basis which this country had achieved 
by 1938. By 1938, Germany had reduced civilian consumption to the 
level relative to national income which was not attained here until 
the third quarter of 1940, but, by using up our foreign assets and our 
domestic stocks of materials, we managed by then to give the Govern- 
ment control of goods and services to a higher value (relative to our 
national income) than had been possible in Germany in 1939. In the 
last quarter of 1940, again largely by virtue of disinvestment at home 
and abroad, the Government secured probably as much, in proportion 
to the national income, as did the German Government at the same 
time. The proportion which Government purchases of goods and 
services formed of our national income increased as much between 
the first and last quarters of 1940—i.e. in about 9 months—as did 
the corresponding proportion for Germany in the two years 1938-40. 
In view of this far greater rate of mobilization of resources, it is perhaps 
not surprising that the mobilization in our case had to be carried out 
largely by selling existing foreign assets and using existing stocks of 
commodities rather than by the far more difficult, but ultimately 
necessary method of adapting the whole machinery of production. 


A. J.B. 





AMERICAN TROOPS IN ICELAND 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S Special Message to Congress on July 
7 announcing the presence of United States Marines in Iceland ‘‘to sup. 
plement and eventually to replace’”’ the British forces of: occupation 
in Iceland marks an important new stage in American aid to Britain. 
For by taking this step the United States intervenes in a country which 
is much nearer to Europe than to America and cannot be reckoned, as 
Greenland was when American troops went there, as coming within the 
area to which the Monroe Doctrine is applicable. This means that the 
United States aims at the defence of the Atlantic routes much further 
east than has hitherto been suggested; and, as President Roosevelt has 
expressly stated, that the sea route to this base must be kept open. 
Iceland’s port of Reykjavik is 700 miles from,the tip of Greenland, 
which in its turn is 725 miles from Newfoundland; it is 500 miles from 
the Faroe Islands, and 700 miles from the Orkneys. The distance from 
New York is 3,000 miles. It lies on the outer edge of the Arctic Circle, 
and is cut by the parallel 20° of longitude.*? Like the Faroe Islands, 
occupied by British forces in April, 1940, it provides an admirable base 
for submarines (and even for larger ships) operating in the North Atlan- 
tic. Its importance was demonstrated on May 24 when H.M.S. Hood 
was sunk in the waters between Iceland and Greenland, and when the 
chase of the Bismarck began in this area. Moreover, the island offers an 
excellent station for meteorological observations, now of the greatest 
importance for air, as well as for sea, operations. In the event of the 
establishment of a regular air route as far north as the Arctic Circle it 
presents an obvious stage for refuelling. In announcing the decision to 
take over the defence of Iceland the President explained that the 
greater part of the supplies for Great Britain now took the northerly 
route, passing near Greenland and Iceland. Enemy occupation of 
either of these places ‘“‘would bring the war close to our continental 
shores, because they are stepping-stones to Labrador, Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia, and the northern United States’. 

United States troops went on a formal invitation from the Icelandic 
Government. The Prime Minister, Mr. Hermann Jonasson, said that on 
June 24 a British Minister had explained to him that the British 
forces in Iceland were required elsewhere, stressed the importance of 
the defence of the country, and stated that President Roosevelt was 
prepared to send United States troops to replace the British. The 
invitation included conditions for evacuation at the end of the war, and 
recognition of the ‘‘absolute sovereignty and independence of Iceland 
non-interference in internal affairs; and the sending of picked troops 
and sufficient aircraft at the expense of the United States’. 

Iceland has been in British occupation since May 10, 1940, and a 
Canadian contingent (the Dominion desired to be associated in the 

1TheChristian Science Monitor (June 8, 1940) recalled, however, that in 1867, when 
Anglo-American relations were not good, a proposal was made that the United 
States should purchase Greenland and Iceland as a diplomatic move against Great 
Britain. At that time the State Department maintained that Iceland was defini tel\ 
in the Western Hemisphere, and was indeed, by location, an insular dependency 
of the American continent. 


? For the strategic position of Iceland see the map in the Bulletin of May 17 
1941 
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defence of the island) has been there since June 18, 1940. The Faroe 
Islands, reckoned as an integral part of Denmark, had been occupied 
on April 16, a week after the Germans crossed the Danish frontier; 
the occupation of Iceland followed the German invasion of Norway. 
On the day after the German invasion, Iceland, an independent State 
in personal union with Denmark, declared (April 10) that she would 
take over for the time being all powers formerly held by King Christian. 
Following on that decision direct diplomatic relations were established 
with the United States and with Great Britain. Iceland was represented 
in Great Britain by Mr. Benediktsson, who had been head of the Ice- 
landic Trade Delegation in London, and Mr. Charles Howard Smith, 
formerly Minister at Copenhagen, was sent to Reykjavik as British 
Plenipotentiary. Explicit assurances were given of the British intention 
to respect the independence of the country, and that the occupation 
was purely defensive against possible German attack. The Government 
entered a protest against the occupation, based on Iceland’s permanent 
neutrality, but they accepted the British assurances that there was no 
intention of interference in internal affairs or of prolonged occupation. 
In fact, Icelanders had always been well aware that in their defenceless 
condition—they had no armed force except for a body of 70 or so police 
—they could depend on protection from the Royal Navy. The interest 
was reciprocal, as British security in the North Atlantic required a 
friendly Iceland. During the war of 1914-18 Great Britain had a special 
representative in Iceland, and kept an eye on the fisheries. 

One of the reasons for the occupation was the strong interest the 
Germans had shown in the island. The German Lufthansa started an 
internal air service in 1929, but the business lapsed. It was thought at 
the time that German interest was due to a desire to secure control of 
a focal point in the Arctic flying route. Among the famous aviators who 
have used Iceland as a stage in Arctic flights at different times are the 
late Air-Marshal Balbo, Colonel Lindbergh, and the German aviator, 
von Gronau. German “‘infiltration’’ has been increasing since 1933. 
Germans were reminded that Iceland was the home of the Norse 
legends and of early Nordic culture, and therefore a suitable holiday 
ground for Nazis desirous of closer touch with Nordic tradition. 
Icelandic students, and singing and gymnastic societies were welcomed 
in Germany. Large quantities of fish and‘fish oils were bought for 
German reserves. In 1938 Germans were sent to teach the use of gliders, 
and with them came experts with aeroplanes to survey the country. 
German scientists year by year explored the glaciers and the eastern 
highlands, and took meteorological observations. Last of all, in March, 
1939, a German commission arrived to ask for an air base in the 
country, with exclusive flying facilities.: The demand was refused, but 
the fact that it was made was duly noted in London and Washington. 
The German population was increased in the early months of the war 
by shipwrecked sailors and others, and all were well organized under the 


1 Pan-American Airways obtained leave in 1936 to make flights to Iceland and 
within the island and to carry out works, but as no progress was made, the con- 
cession lapsed in 1938. In 1931 a partial promise had been made to Lufthansa that 
they would have the same rights as any other foreign company. But this availed 
them nothing in 1939, as American rights had ceased. (See Bjorn Thordarson, 

‘Iceland. Oxford University Press, 1941.) 
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German Consul-General, Herr Gerlach, who was removed by the 
British after their landing. 

Icelanders are a small community of some 120,000 people, of whom 
38,000 are in the capital and the rest scattered over the southern part 
of the island, which has a total area of 39,758 square miles (greater than 
that of Ireland). But they have a long cultural and political history, 
The first settlers arrived from Scandinavia in 840, and their Parliament, 
the Althing, celebrated its millenary in July, 1850, when greetings and 
_ gifts were received from Parliaments all over the world, including the 
Assembly at Westminster usually supposed to be the ‘‘Mother of 
Parliaments:’. The golden age of Icelandic literature was in the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth centuries, the days of the great sagas, and the 
great works of that period rank among the earliest great literary achieve- 
ments of modern Europe. The free and independent Icelandic State 
lasted from the tenth to the thirteenth century, when the Icelanders 
became subject to the King of Norway, a dependence which passed to 
Norway and Denmark after the Union of Calmar in 1380, and to Den- 
mark alone after 1814. In 1800 the Althing disappeared. In the nine- 
teenth century the Icelanders struggled to regain their independence, 
the Althing was restored, and substantial autonomy was secured in 
1904. At the end of the war of 1914-18 the Icelanders gained practical 
independence by the Union Act of 1918, which proclaimed a personal 
union between Denmark and Iceland under a common King, leaving 
the conduct of foreign affairs in the hands of the King’s Government 
in. Denmark, and proclaiming the permanent neutrality of Iceland. 
Revision may be demanded at any time after 1940, and if no new treaty 
is made within three years, the 1918 Treaty may be said to have lapsed. 

The various political parties appear to be unanimous'in favour of 
complete separation, and it is, therefore, more than likely that the 
temporary separation, declared on April 10 of this year, may become 
permanent. Three Resolutions adopted by the Althing on May 17, 
1941, declared that the 1918 Treaty with Denmark would not be re- 
newed, though formal abrogation would be deferred; that in the interim 
the Royal power would be taken over by the Government, and a 
Regent appointed (for one year at a time) to execute that power; and 
that after the Union had been abrogated a republican form of govern- 
ment would be adopted. These steps must not be taken to mean any 
hostility to the Danes, for whom Icelanders show great sympathy. 

There may be mineral resources in Iceland, but none have been 
developed. The country is volcanic in origin, and the highest point is 
Mt. Orefa Jékull (6,950 ft.); there are many hot springs. The climate 
is much milder than the high latitude would suggest, because the waters 
of the Gulf Stream nearly envelop the island. But only a very small 
area is cultivated, about 0.25 per cent of the total. The crops are hay, 
potatoes, and turnips. Pasturage maintains some 49,000 horses, 37,000 
cattle, and 592,000'sheep. The main resource of the country is derived 
from the fisheries, especially cod and herring fisheries valued in 1937 
at the equivalent of about £1,283,000. For a long time Great Britain 
was the principal market, but part of the British share was deflected to 
Germany after the imposition in Great Britain in 1934 of an import duty 
of 10 per cent ad valorem. Much of the fish sent to England was dried 
and re-exported to Spain and South America. Although Great Britain 
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later on permitted an increased quota on Iceland fish and granted a 
drawback of the duty on the re-exported dried fish, Iceland had partly 
turned to other markets, especially to Germany, who substantially 
increased her trade at the expense of Great Britain. It is thought that 
the extreme dependence on fish exports to pay for all the goods Iceland 
must import could be lessened by extending and improving farming. 

Forty years ago there were no roads and bridges for opening up the 
country, no telegraph or telephone, but to-day there are 2,200 miles of 
good roads, a good network of telegraphic and telephonic communica- 
tion, and, electric light is available even in remote places. There are 
excellent educational and social services. 

The present Government of Iceland was formed in 1939 under Mr. 
Hermann Jonasson as Prime Minister. It is a coalition Government in 
which the Progressives, the Social Democrats, and the Independence 
Party are all represented. Its main tasks have been to improve local 
supplies of food and other necessities, and to steer the country through 
the difficult war period, during which strict rationing has been necessary. 
The serious economic situation caused by the loss of European markets 
has been eased by the great increase in trade with the United States, 
assisted by a grant made in March, 1940, from the United States Export- 
Import Bank, by the high prices available for fish, and by the money 
spent by the occupying forces. M. B. 


THE SYRIAN ARMISTICE CONVENTION 


THE Convention for the termination of hostilities in Syria was signed 
at Acre on July 14. The following are the terms:? 

1.—Hostilities ceased on July 11, 1941, at 21.01 hours G.M.T. 
‘9.01 p.m.]. : , 

2.—The Allied Forces will occupy Syro-Lebanese territory. The 
French forces will be concentrated in certain areas selected by a com- 
mittee formed of representatives of both parties. This concentration 
will be completed by Tuesday, July 15, at 12.00 hours, at which hour 
Allied Forces will move to occupy certain strategic points. 

Up to the time of their repatriation the French troops will remain 
under French eommand with a restricted establishment which will pro- 
vide for their maintenance from existing stocks. Special measures are 
foreseen for the Jebel Druse where, for security. reasons, the French 
troops will remain in garrison until relieved by British troops. 

3.—To ensure public security the occupation of the principal localities 
will be undertaken in accordance with the programme which will allow 
immediate replacement of French by the occupying forces. 

4.—Mine fields, whether on sea or on land, will be disclosed to the 
occupying authorities. 

5!—Full honours of war will be granted to the French forces. The 
latter will retire to the selected areas with all arms, including guns, 
machine guns, tanks, and armoured cars and their ammunition. All 
measures will be taken by the French command to prevent arms and 


_ } The text here printed is not quite complete, but includes all provisions of 
importance. 
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ammunition being left unguarded on the battlefield or elsewhere, 
French military authorities will give every assistance in recovering 
arms. 

6.—In consideration of the honours of war, French officers and non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers are permitted to retain their indivi- 
dual arms, but will not be allowed to carryammunition. In each unit, for 
security reasons, a small quantity of ammunition will be retained. The 
gendarmerie will retain its arms and limited amount of ammunition. 

All other war material, including guns, coastal batteries, anti-aircraft 
guns and military transport, will be stocked under British control. The 
latter will inspect this material, and will have the right to take over the 
material that may be required by them. The remainder will be destroyed 
by the French authorities under British control. 

7.—Prisoners of the Allied forces will be forthwith set free, including 
those who have been transferred to France. As regards the latter, the 
British authorities reserve the right to hold as prisoners of war an equal 
number of French officers as far as possible of similar rank until those 
prisoners transferred to France have been released. The French prisoners 
will be released when the whole of the Syro-Lebanese territory has been 
occupied and the clauses of this convention have been fulfilled. They 
will then be enabled to join their units for repatriation. 

8.—The alternative of rallying to the Allied cause or of being 
repatriated will be left to the free choice of the individual, whether 
military or civil. 

9.— Officials of the technical services and special service officers will 
remain at their posts so long as it is necessary to ensure the continuance 
of the administration of the country and until such time as they can be 
relieved. 

10.—The British authorities agree to the repatriation by French ships 
of French troops and of French subjects, with the reservation that this 
repatriation will be limited to those who have opted therefor. 

11.—Holdings of French subjects to be repatriated will be transferred 
in accordance with terms to be arranged. These people will receive 
treatment not less favourable than that accorded to British subjects 
who have lately left Syria. 

12.—French cultural institutions, including hospitals, schools, 
missions, etc., are assured that their rights will be respected. The rights 
of these institutions must not be allowed to conflict with Allied military 
interests. 

13, 14, 15, 16.—All public services, including railways, tramways, 
public transport, electricity and water, all means of communication, 
port installations, naval establishments, all ships, including British, 
and all aircraft, air installations and equipment will be handed over 
intact. British aircraft are empowered to use any air base and alighting 
area in the Lebanon and Syria. 

17.—Fuel stocks shall be handed over intact. 

18.—Currency and “other means of payment in circulation or in 
reserve in possession of banks or other public authorities will be safe- 
guarded. 

19.—The British military authorities reserve the right to take into 
their service Troupes Speciales du Levant [native levies] progressively 
as they are discharged by the French. 
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20.—The British authorities will not prosecute in any way native 
Syrian and Lebanese who have been involved in the recent hostilities. 

-21.—The carrying into effect of the terms of this convention will be 
controlled and regulated by a ‘‘Commission of Control’’, which will sit 
at Beirut and will be composed of five members. Three of the members, 
including the President, will be nominated by-the British and two by the 
French authorities. 

22.—This convention is drawn up in English and in French. In case 
of dispute the English text will be authoritative. 


OUTLINE OF MILITARY OPERATIONS 
July 8 (Tuesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: A sharp attack on Southampton in night; damage 
substantial, including 2 churches, 2 banks, and several schools hit. 
Number of casualties not believed heavy, but included fatal cases. 
A few bombs elsewhere in south and south-east; damage at one place 
and a few casualties. Five raiders destroyed, later confirmed as 6. 
Two aircraft approached Isle of Wight during day; one destroyed 
and the other damaged. Against Germany: Raids in night by large 
forces on Cologne, Osnabruck, Munchen-Gladbach, Frankfurt, and 
Miinster, doing widespread damage and leaving great fires burning. 
Railway junctions hit repeatedly. Places in Ruhr and Rhineland also 
bombed; especially Diisseldorf, Duisburg, and Krefeld, and on coast, 
including Den Helder, Amsterdam, Ostend, Dunkirk, and Boulogne. 
Nine aircraft missing. During day, attacks on synthetic oil plant 
between Lens and Béthune, a power station and chemical works at 
Lille, and places in North-West Germany, especially Wilhelms- 
haven. Ten enemy aircraft destroyed; total for the day 20. Twelve 
fighters and one bomber missing; 2 pilots saved. 

German communiqué: Southampton bombed in night by strong 
forces, causing much destruction and many large fires in warehouses, 
dock installations, etc. Portsmouth and Margate also attacked, and 
two large ships off latter hit. Bombs dropped in various places in 
Western Germany in night, killing and injuring civilians. At Cologne 
and Miinster, especially, considerable destruction in residential quarters. 
In these and in night raids in Calais area 16 British aircraft destroyed. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Intense fighting previous day in all main 
sectors, and in extreme north losses inflicted on enemy who had 
penetrated Soviet territory near Kandalaksha, Dukhta, and Kex- 
holm. Enemy attempts to land large forces on north bank of Dvina 
in Polodsk direction frustrated, and attempts to cross Dnieper also 
driven back with heavy loss. In Mogilev direction an enemy 
battalion completed annihilated. Later: Fighting continued in night 
with undiminished force. A counter-attack made near Polodsk, and, 
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in Bobruisk direction some 35 heavy tanks and 2 battalions of enemy 
infantry destroyed, and all attempts to cross Dnieper defeated. South 
of Volynsk a counter-attack wiped out 2 enemy infantry regiments, 
The air force destroyed 58 aircraft the previous day, and lost 5. 

German communiqué: Operations proceeding according to plan. 
Berlin wireless: Soviet harbours on the Arctic coast bombed on July 6 
and the Leningrad-Murmansk line broken at many points. News 
Agency: Between July 2 and 5 140,216 soldiers, 584 armoured cars, 
several armoured trains, and 550 guns captured. 

Hungarian communiqué: “Our fast troops continuing their rapid 
advance.”” The Seret crossed and the Zbrucz reached by patrols. 
Losses so far small. 

Finnish communiqué: Heavy attacks by artillery on Hangé, blowing 
up munition stores. Transport vessels en route from Tallinn to Kron- 
stadt sunk by submarines. An enemy attack on eastern front beaten 
back, losing 400 killed. Deserters arrived from the Russian side. 

Turkish report: German-Rumanian forces advancing in 4 columns; 
one from Bukovina through Cernauti, and 3 from Bessarabia towards 
Bieltsi, Kishinev, and Ackerman respectively. 

’ 
MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

Cyprus: Fourth consecutive daily raid on Famagusta and other 
objectives. Nicosia airport bombed twice previous day by Germans; 
a few civilians killed and wounded. 

Malta: Bombs dropped in night of July 6, causing civilian casualties. 
One raider shot down. 


Spanish report: A U-boat sunk off Gibraltar by the Fleet Air Arm. 
Italian communiqué: Nicosia base bombed, port installations hit, and 
3 aircraft destroyed and others damaged on the ground. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q., Cairo: Further progress by Indian troops from Demir Katou, 
and local gains north of Jezzine. On the coast all objectives south of 
Damour occupied. Palestine report: Column advancing up the 
Euphrates from Deir-ez-Zor occupied Racca without opposition. In 
fighting round Damour previous day the Australians drove.a large 
wedge into Vichy positions, occupying high ground south-east and east 
of the town. 

R.A.F.: Aleppo station bombed in night, with direct hits, and Beirut, 
where fuel tanks set on fire. Both also attacked previous night. A 
number of enemy flying boats off the coast seriously damaged in low- 
flying attack previous day, Baalbek aerodrome raided, hitting aircraft 
and blowing up a petrol-dump, and Talia aerodrome machine-gunned. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

R.A.F.: Gambut, Derna, Martuba, and Gazala airfields bombed 
previous day; 6 aircraft destroyed on ground at*first and camp near- 
by machine-gunned. An aircraft also shot down. Tripoli raided on night 
of July 6, with hits on engine sheds and violent explosions, Benghazi, 
where some 20 fires started, and a camp and other targets near Bardia. 
Five aircraft missing from these and Syrian operations. 

German communiqué: Alexandria raided on night of July 6 by fairly 
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strong formation of bombers; a floating crane and port installations hit, 
and large fires started. Twelve aircraft shot down; 2 German lost. 

Italian communiqué: Repulse of enemy action at Tobruk, where 
fortifications bombed and hit by Italian aircraft. Air bases east of 
Mersa Matruh also bombed. Tripoli and Benghazi raided; also the 
Gondar zone, where bombs dropped on private dwellings. 


July 9 (Wednesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Activity in night widespread and heavier than of late. 
Mainly against Midlands, but bombs also in south and at one place in 
Scotland. Casualties small, and, in general, little damage, but shops, 
etc., wrecked at a town in East Anglia. Five raiders destroyed. 

Against Germany: Heavy and concentrated attacks in night on 
Hamm railways and factories, Miinster factories, and Bielefeld com- 
munications. Many large fires caused. Another force bombed Halle 
and the Leuna synthetic oil plant, scoring many direct hits. The Coastal 
Command attacked Haugesund and shipping off French coast, hitting 
a vessel twice, and fighters heavily attacked an important aerodrome in 
northern France. Seven aircraft missing. During day a power station 
near Béthune heavily hit in sweeps by heavy bombers escorted by 
fighters in which 13 aircraft destroyed. Eight British fighters missing, 
but one pilot saved. 

German communiqué: Arms works at Birmingham bombed in night, 
also Plymouth shipyards and supply centres and targets at Great 
Yarmouth and Aberdeen. In aerodromes in south-east England air- 
craft hit on point-of taking off. In enemy attempts to attack Channel 
coast and Heligoland Bight previous day 11 aircraft shot down. One 
German lost. Bombs dropped in various places in Western Germany, 
killing and injuring civilians; 8 raiders destroyed. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Heavy fighting previous day in Ostrov, 
Polodsk, Novograd-Volynsk, and Bieltsi directions, with powerful 
counter-attacks, especially in Ostrov sector, inflicting heavy losses. 
Fighting with the enemy trying to fortify themselves on north bank of 
Dvina near Borkovitchi. An offensive of large enemy tank units being 
repulsed in Volynsk direction. On the Pruth near Falciu a number of 
counter-attacks made on advancing German-Rumanians, driving them 
back across the river in disorder. In the far north battle engaged with 
separate enemy groupings who had driven a wedge into Soviet territory. 
Enemy aerodromes raided; 56 aircraft destroyed, and 4 Russian 
missing. Later: total of enemy destroyed during day, 102; and 
Russians lost, 10. Enemy transports on the Danube bombed and 3 
hit. Communiqué No. 2: Important actions in night in direction of 
Polodsk, Lepel, and Volynsk. Positions in Ostrov area consolidated. 
Enemy tanks attempted to break through in direction of Seversk. In 
Lepel direction a heavy blow inflicted, 2 motorized regiments wiped 
out, and 4 batteries and several anti-tank guns destroyed. The enemy 
retreated, leaving hundreds of dead. Heavy fighting also at Volynsk. 
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The air force destroyed 62 enemy aircraft in night combats and on 
aerodromes in Lepel, Borisov, and Bobruisk sectors. Seven ’planes 
missing. ; 

German communiqué: Fighting progressing successfully on entire 
front. News Agency: Ostrov occupied, after failure of Soviet attempt 
to take up new positions on the Latvian front. In Estonia, Parnu and 
Fellin, latter on road to Dorpat, occupied. On Finnish front Salla 
occupied by German troops. German figure of Soviet air losses on 
previous day 128 aircraft, of which 79 in air fighting. 

Finnish report: Helsinki raided; 15 people killed and many houses 
wrecked. German tanks now operating in advance towards Kan- 
dalaksha. 


; MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
R.A.F.: Targets in Crete and at Eleusis bombed and fires caused. 


SYRIA AND. PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Advances towards Aleppo and Homs proceeding and 
local gains in central sector. On coast, Australians now operating north 
of Damour. Press report: Damour occupied. 

R.A.F.: Railway and warehouses at Tripoli bombed previous day, 
with direct hits, and armoured cars and transport near Beirut by 
R.A.A.F. Aleppo and Nasrullah airfields bombed on night of July 7; 
3 aircraft destroyed and many damaged. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 
G.H.Q. Cairo: Renewed patrol activity on Libyan frontier. R.AF: 
Benghazi attacked by heavy bombers, a petrol fire started and explo- 
- sion caused and very large fires in the docks and at base of moles. All 
aireraft returned. 


July 10 (Thursday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Activity in night almost entirely confined to coast, 
and very few aircraft inland. Bombs at points in south-east Scotland, 
‘on a farm in north England, and near a village in East Anglia. Damage 
very slight, and no casualties reported. Four raiders destroyed. 
Ascertained that 6 destroyed on night of July 7. 

Against Germany: Aachen, Osnabruck, Bielefeld, and Miinster 
bombed in night; much damage observed at the first. Four aircraft 
missing. Crew of bomber lost on night of June 30 picked up at sea, safe. 
Cherbourg and Havre bombed in day, and 6 ships, totalling over 20,000 
tons, hit and almost certainly sunk, and warehouses set alight. Chemical 
works at Chocques, near Béthune, attacked by heavy bombers, and I4 
enemy fighters destroyed; later ascertained to be 16. Nine fighters 
missing. 

German communiqué: Harbours on east and south-east English 
coast bombed in night, and shipping off coast sunk. On Channel coast 
previous day 19 enemy aircraft shot down. Bombs dropped in localities 
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in Western Germany in night; slight casualties among civilians, and the 
hospital at Bethel, near Bielefeld, again hit. Six raiders destroyed. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Fierce fighting all previous day against tanks, 
etc., trying to break through in Ostrov, Polodsk, and Volynsk sectors. 
In first, advance of superior enemy forces held back, and at Polodsk 
enemy offensive resumed. Successful counter-attacks made at Lepel. 
The air force destroyed aircraft on the ground; also bombed Constanza, 
Tulcea, Sulina, and Ploesti. In fighting over Constanza 7 enemy 
aircraft destroyed; one Russian lost. Communiqué No. 2: Heavy 
fighting all night in Polodsk and Volynsk directions. All attacks at 
Ostrov repulsed with heavy loss. Resolute counter-attacks made at 
Polodsk, and in Lepel direction a motorized division destroyed, with 
40 guns, much transport, and specialized machines. At Borisov a 
serious defeat inflicted on one division, and at Volynsk the advance of 
large forces being checked. Strong resistance meeting the enemy 
offensive in Bessarabia. The air force destroyed about 100 tanks 
previous afternoon and bombed troops in Ostrov and Volynsk sectors 
innight. On night of July 8 Ju. 88s escorted by fighters engaged and 
all destroyed; a little later more formations appeared, but completely 
routed, and 33 in all destroyed. Five Russian lost, but pilots saved. 
In north a whole Finnish company deserted to Red Army. 

German communiqué: Operations progressing unchecked; on Finnish 
front Salla captured on July 8, Finnish forces participating. The 
Fiihrer’s H.Q., in an announcement broadcast: with conclusion of 
double battle of Bialystok and Minsk the greatest amount of war 
material in world history captured: 323,898 prisoners, 3,332 tanks, 
1,809 guns, and an enormous quantity of other material. To date, 
7,615 tanks and 4,432 guns captured or destroyed, and 6,233 aircraft 
disposed of. 

Hungarian communiqué: Battle for passage of Pruth continued by 
advance troops. Pacification of occupied territory continuing; prisoners 
now total 25,000. 

Turkish report: The German+Rumanian forces in Bieltzi region 
which were forced to retreat on July 8 owing to heavy losses crossed 
Pruth and continued advance towards Dniester. 

Swedish report: Fighting towards Lake Ladoga and in Karelian 
Isthmus intensified. Large part of Salla region captured by Germans. 
Helsinki raided during night. Finns claimed 14 raiders brought down: 
previous day. Finnish aircraft bombed shipping at Baltiski, and hit 
2 m.t.bs. at sea. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
_R.A.F.: Malta raided on night of July 8; one raider destroyed. 
Syracuse bombed previous day and 3 float ‘planes destroyed and 
others damaged. Italian aircraft engaged over the coast of Sicily and 
a number badly damaged. 

Italian communiqué: Nicosia bombed, causing fires, and a cargo ship 
torpedoed by aircraft near Cyprus coast. A Hurricane brought down 
south of Sicily. Syracuse raided previous day and Naples in night. At 
Naples 14 civilians killed and 30 injured. 


B 
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SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Vichy troops holding areas covering Aleppo and 
Homs withdrawing in face of pressure. The Australian advance 
towards Beirut progressing. Many hundreds of prisoners at Damour, 
with 17 guns, 3 tanks, etc. R.A.F.: Aleppo airfield bombed previous 
day; 2 aircraft destroyed and 10 damaged. Near Beirut armoured cars 
bombed by R.A.A.F., and munitions stocks there and the railway at 
Rayak bombed by R.A.F. 

Paris radio: Beirut occupied. General Dentz, in order to avoid 
destruction of city, declared it an open town. 

Vichy War Ministry: No reply to General Dentz’s request for 
armistice yet arrived in Beirut, hence fighting continuing, for which 
France not responsible. 

Turkish News Agency: 16 Vichy vessels, including an old destroyer 
and a tanker, arrived at Alexandretta from Beirut and surrendered to 
Turkish authorities. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

R,A.F.: Martuba and Gazala airfields bombed previous day, starting 
fires. Benghazi, Derna, Martuba, El Tmimi, and Gazala also raided 
on night of July 8. One aircraft missing from these and Syrian opera- 
tions. 

German communiqué: Local thrusts by tanks at Tobruk repelled, 
and on July 8 and 9 targets in the port and an airfield near Mersa 
Matruh bombed. Direct hits on a cruiser off Sollum. Hangars west oi 
Ismailia bombed and set on fire in night. 


Italian communiqué: An enemy unit supported by tanks put to flight 
near Sollum. Shipping and fortifications at Tobruk and air bases east 
of Sidi Barrani bombed, destroying aircraft on ground. Benghazi 
and Tripoli raided; at latter 6 raiders brought down. 


July 11 (Friday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Activity in night not on large scale; a few aircraft 
crossed the east coast and dropped bombs at points in east and north- 
east. A sharp attack on one north-east coast town; a number of 
casualties, some fatal. Elsewhere casualties very small. Two raiders 
destroyed, and one off Scotch coast during day. 

Against Germany: Heavy industries at Cologne and other targets 
in Rhineland bombed in night, causing large fires; also Ostend, Calais, 
and Boulogne docks. Two aircraft missing. Two offensives over north 
France in day, with attacks on Le Trait shipyard and Hazebrouck 
railway yards. Nine enemy fighters and several Stukas on ground 
destroyed. Four fighters missing. 

German communiqué: Hull attacked in night by strong forces with 
striking effect; also port installations at Yarmouth and Berwick 
and aerodromes, etc., in east and south England. In enemy attempts t0 
attack Channel coast previous day 28 aircraft destroyed. Two German 
missing. A few bombs dropped by weak enemy forces in night i 
Western Germany. Civilian casualties light. 
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Admiralty: The German ship Hermes, 7,209 tons, intercepted on way 
to Europe from Rio and her crew taken prisoner. 





GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: No events of importance previous day. Air- 
craft bombed troops crossing the Dvina, aircraft on the ground, and 
armoured units in Ostrov and Volynsk sectors. In air fights 28 aircraft 
destroyed: 6 Russian missing. In an attempt to pass through a breach 
a German infantry division cut off and over 3,500 men killed and 2,400 
captured, with 28 guns, 30 cars, and 54 motor-cycles. No major action 
during night. The air force active, destroying motorized units and 
raiding aerodromes; 58 aircraft destroyed previous day, and 9 Soviet 
missing. 

German communiqué: With double battle at Bialystok and Minsk 
ereatest encircling battle ever fought, involving largest amount of 
material in world history, concluded. Prisoners totalled 323,898, 
with 3,332 tanks, 1,809 guns, etc. 

German News Agency and radio: Russian losses estimated at one 
million. Luftwaffe destroyed 375 enemy aircraft in attack on troops, etc., 
near Smolensk. At Zhitomir the railway bombed, trains derailed, and 
125 aircraft shot down and 66 destroyed on the ground. 

Press reports: the Drut and Dnieper crossed and Rogachev, 35 miles 
east of Bobruisk, captured. 

Hungarian reports: Constanza and Galatz so badly damaged that 
German shipping and trade activities transferred to Bulgarian ports. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

Malta: Three Italian fighters destroyed and 9 severely damaged in 
combats over the island. 

R.A.F.: Naples station bombed in night of July 9; considerable 
damage observed. 

Italian communiqué: Naples bombed in night, second in succession; 
much damage to houses and 5 civilians killed and 33 injured. Nicosia 
raided and aircraft on ground destroyed. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: General Dentz asked for suspension of hostilities. 
Further details awaited. Advance towards Aleppo and Homs pro- 
gressing satisfactorily. A successful attack previous day astride Damas- 
cus-Beirut road north of Dimas, and further progress north of Jezzine. 

R.A.F.: Tel Kalakh bombed previous day, and Talia, where tents, 
huts, etc., set on fire and transport disabled. A munition dump at 
Habana blown up, and 5 Vichy fighters intervening all shot down 
by the R.A.A.F. without loss. Machine-gun attacks on Hama and 
Talia; 2 aircraft on ground destroyed and other damaged. In Beirut 
area at least 24 transport vehicles badly damaged. 

Italian communiqué: Haifa petrol station bombed and large fires 
caused. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 
R.A.F.: Benghazi and harbour bombed and large fires caused. 
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Derna, Martuba, Gazala, and El Tmimi also raided. Two aircraft 
missing from Africa and Syria but crew of one saved. 

Italian communiqué: Tobruk bombed by Axis aircraft and units east 
of Sollum machine-gunned. Benghazi and Derna raided. An attempted 
raid on Gondar zone prevented by fighters, which shot. down 2 of 
enemy. 


July 12 (Saturday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 

AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Raids in night on small scale: a few casualties, including 
fatal, and some damage on north-east coast of Scotland. A few raiders 
reported over points on East Anglian coast. During day a convoy 
attacked off north-east coast, and a few aircraft approached the coast. 
One dropped bombs at a place in the west, causing a few casualties, 

Against Germany: Wilhelmshaven bombed in night. All aircraft 
returned. Offensive continued during day over Northern France; rail 
and canal communications at St. Omer bombed. Six enemy fighters 
destroyed; 2 aircraft missing. Patrol ships off Dutch coast and gun 
positions on Walcheren Island attacked. One bomber missing. 

German communiqué: A submarine sunk off Plymouth and 12 Spit- 
fires destroyed in combat over the Channel. A few bombs dropped in 
the north-west coastal area of Germany in night; damage slight. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: No substantial changes in night. Crushing 
blows inflicted by the air force, and Ploesti: bombed again; 65 enem) 
aircraft destroyed, and 19 Russian lost. On July 10 one squadron des- 
troyed 103 enemy ‘planes, and total destroyed on 9 and 10 was 179 
aircraft. Press report: Pinsk still held by Russians, who were raiding 
the German rear. The coastal battery of the Northern Fleet sank a 
number of German and Finnish transports. 

German communiqué: Operations proceeding according to plan. 
News Agency: 188 Russian ’planes destroyed previous day, 153 in ait 
combat. Shock troops attacking the Stalin Line in the northern sector 
since early previous day. 

Swedish reports: Leningrad bombed, and big fires started. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

R.A.F.: Naples again bombed heavily in night of July 10, hitting 
stations, warehouses, and shipping, and blowing up an airframe factory 
Very large fires left burning. 

Malta: Luqa aerodrome attacked previous day by large Italia 
force; 3 shot down and others badly damaged, and 4 hit by A. A. fire 
A submarine attacked in Eastern Mediterranean. 

Italian communiqué: Micaaba airfield, Malta, bombed from low-k ve 
previous day, destroying many aircraft on ground; 5 set on fire, an 
5 others shot down in air combat. No Italian losses. 

Rome Radio: Gibraltar raided in night, 3 British destroyers sunk 
and a petrol dump set alight. “‘Half of Gibraltar was seen to be i! 
flames.”’ 
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SYRIA AND PALESTINE 

G.H.Q. Cairo: General Dentz accepted the British terms as a basis 
for negotiation. Special communiqué: Conversations proceeding 
satisfactorily, though certain details still unsettled. The Allied Forces 
were ordered to cease fire at midnight, July 11. Armistice talks taking 
place at Acre between Generals Wilson and Gatroux and General de 
Verdillac. 

R.A.F.: Active support to forces continued; two large fires started 
at Baalbek, and transport aircraft set on fire at Aleppo, munitions 
dumps exploded at Habana, the fort hit at Sueida, a goods train south 
of Aleppo and motor transport near Tripoli attacked, and a gun position 
south-west of Tel Kalakh. All aircraft returned. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

R.A.F.: Tripoli harbour bombed on July 9 evening, 2 ships of 
10,000 tons hit, one of 12,000 tons set on fire, one of 7,000 tons hit 
twice, and a warehouse blown up. Two seaplanes destroyed. One 
aircraft missing and two forced to land on the sea; the crew of one 
saved. Benghazi heavily bombed on night of July 10 and large fires 
and explosions caused. ; 

Cairo communiqué: The Suez Canal area raided early that morning; 
6 civilians killed and some damage to property. 

German communiqué: Tobruk bombed effectively, and Port Said 
and the Suez Canal in the night. 

Italian communiqué: Enemy positions and batteries at Tobruk, the 
station at Fuka, and aerodromes east of Mersa Matruh bombed by Axis 
aircraft. Two ships attacked off Sollum. 


July 13 (Sunday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIK OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Activity in night by very few enemy aircraft, mainly 
confined to coasts. Bombs at a few points in south-west and east; no 
casualties. 

Against Germany: In offensives over northern France previous 
day railways and canals attacked, and 6 enemy fighters destroyed. 
Patrol vessels and gun positions off Dutch coast and on Walcheren 
Island attacked by bombers. Three aircraft missing. Bremen and other 
objectives in North-West Germany attacked in night; large fires started 
in shipyards and factories. Two aircraft missing. 

German communiqué, Harbour installations in Thames Estuary and 
on south-west coast bombed in night, and 3 enemy fighters and 3 
bombers destroyed previous day over the Channel. Bombs dropped in 
night on coastal region of North-West Germany; no damage worth 
mentioning. Two raiders destroyed. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 
Russian communiqué: Stubborn fighting previous day in direction 
of Pskov, Vitebsk, and Volynsk; no important change. The air force 
active over the front, and also raided Constanza, Sulina, and Ploesti; 
102 German aircraft destroyed. Incessant attacks on enemy communi- 
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cations, munition stores, etc., carried out by guerrillas, and groups of 
German troops exterminated. Later: No large scale fighting in night. 
An enemy motorized regiment destroyed “‘in the south-west direction”, 
Aerodromes and military targets at Jassy and Ploesti raided. 

German communiqué: The Stalin Line pierced in daring assaults at 
all decisive points. Moldavia: German-Rumanian forces threw back 
enemy to and across the Dniester. Galicia: German-Slovak and 
Hungarian forces pursuing the enemy, and north-east of the Dniester 
German forces immediately before Kiev. North of Pripet Marshes the 
fortified zone along the Dnieper conquered. Vitebsk entered on July 11. 
East of Lake Peipus: tank divisions advancing on Leningrad. The 
enemy railway network destroyed by the Luftwaffe, thus utterly 
impossible for enemy to counter-attack on any considerable scale. 
Supply bases required for continuation of operations by German Tank 
Army now brought forward close to former Stalin Line. 

Swedish Press reports: The Germans near Narva, in north-east 
corner of Estonia. Armoured units believed to have pierced the Stalin 
defences some days previously, and to be behind the main Russian 
forces, but latter too numerous for tanks to cope with them alone. A 
Soviet petrol train reported destroyed between Minsk and Smolensk. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
Dutch Admiralty: A submarine operating with British Fleet sank 
a loaded tanker of 8,000 tons in the Mediterranean. 
Press reports: Bombs dropped at La Linea by Italian aircraft 
previous day, killing 6 and injuring 18 people. 
Italian communiqué: Famagusta repeatedly bombed. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

German communiqué: An enemy attempt to break through at 
Tobruk repulsed. Mersa Matruh bombed and munitions dumps set 
on fire, and A.A. batteries and stores at Tobruk destroyed. 

Italian communiqué: Enemy attacks in Tobruk sector repelled with 
heavy losses. Enemy air bases in the Egyptian desert and supply 
installations at Mersa Matruh bombed and oil dumps set alight. 
Motorized vehicles between Sidi Barrani and Buqbuq machine-gunned 
and destroyed. Benghazi and Derna raided, and a hospital at Derna 
hit. During recent raids on Tripoli 22 persons killed and 54 wounded. 


July 14 (Monday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 

AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Bombs in night at a few places on coast and at one 
in Midlands. A few casualties, including some fatal, in an east-coast 
town, but no extensive damage. Two raiders destroyed. A few enemy 
aircraft off and just over the coast in day, but no report of bombs. 
Two enemy bombers destroyed off east coast of Scotland and coast oi 
Wales respectively. A train in Home Counties machine-gunned and 3 
men wounded. 

Against Germany: Targets over a wide area bombed in night, 
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especially at Bremen and Vegesack; also docks at Amsterdam and 
Ostend, oil tanks at Rotterdam, and enemy aerodromes in northern 
France. One aircraft missing. In day, Cherbourg and Havre attacked, 
hitting and setting on fire a ship of 6,000 tons at each place; direct hits 
also on railways, locomotive sheds, and a factory, and on transport in 
the town. Hazebrouck railway yards also bombed. Seven enemy 
fighters destroyed. Six aircraft missing. Later, a convoy attacked off 
Dutch coast, with 3 hits on a vessel, of 6,000 tons, one on a ship of 
3.000 tons, and 2 on an escort vessel of 1,500 tons. An enemy fighter 
destroyed. All the aircraft returned. 

German communiqué: Shipping off British coast bombed, and in 
night port installations on south and south-east coasts attacked. Some 
bombs dropped on Western Germany by weak enemy forces without 
any effect; one raider destroyed. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 
Admiralty: The sloop Auckland, 1,200 tons, sunk. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian commumqué: Heavy fighting previous day in Pskov, 
Vitebsk, and Volynsk sectors. Large enemy motorized units held up in 
the north-west and repulsed with heavy loss. In the Western sector 
Rogachev and Zhlobin, .on the Dnieper, recaptured. The air force 
active, and on July 12 destroyed 131 German aircraft. In 3 weeks’ 
fighting best German divisions exterminated, with losses of 1 million 
at least. Russian losses, including missing, not over 250,000. The air 
force destroyed over 2,300 German ’planes, and lost 1,900 aircraft itself. 
German armoured vehicles destroyed, over 3,000; Russian, 2,200. 

Later: No large-scale operations in night. The air force bombed 
Jassy, Roman, and Ploesti, and on previous day destroyed 94 enemy 
aircraft, losing 12. Moscow radio: A U-boat sunk by m.t.bs. close to 
where a huge patch of oil remained from another U-boat sunk earlier. 

German communiqué: Break-through operations progressing accord- 
ing to plan. Finnish forces on both sides of Lake Ladoga now prepared 
for attack. Destroyers sank 2 Russian patrol vessels. News Agency: 
Soviet retreat east of Stalin Line continuing in many sectors. Dissolu- 
tion of some Soviet divisions making rapid progress, and in Leningrad 
sector further territory won. The previous day 167 Russian aircraft 
destroyed. The railway near Leningrad and Smolensk bombed previous 
day; also military targets at Kiev. Berlin radio: Shock troops entered a 
suburb of Moghilev. 

Finnish communiqué: The fortified positions at Ladoga and Karelia 
attacked on July 10 and broken through at several points. Penetration 
made into enemy’s rear, at some points to 40 miles from frontier. 

Rumanian communiqué: Three oil tanks set on fire by bombs at Ploesti 
previous day; 4 raiders shot down. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
Admiralty: C.-in-C. Mediterranean reported sinking by submarine of 
Italian tanker Strombo, a heavily laden ship of 5,500 tons, and a large 
sailing vessel carrying troops and stores. 
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R.A.F.: Aerodromes in Rhodes attacked by heavy bombers on night 
of July 12, causing fires and explosions at Calato, hitting hangars and 
causing heavy explosions at Maritza and setting fire to a forest east of 
the aerodrome, and starting fires at Kattavia. All the aircraft returned. 

Gibraltar: Two Italian aircraft dropped bombs near a village between 
La Linea and Algeciras. 

Italian communiqué: Several points in Rhodes raided; slight damage 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

R.A.F.: An enemy convoy off Tripoli bombed, a 7,000 ton ship set 
on fire and destroyed, a large schooner blown up, and a 100-ton vessel 
set on fire. Several large bombs also dropped on ships in harbour. Of 
Benghazi a supply ship of 1,500 tons and an armed trawler hit and 
probably sunk. Benghazi harbour and Derna airfield bombed on night 
of July 11, and a Ju. 88 shot down on July 12. 

Egyptian communiqué: The Suez Canal area raided in night; one 
person killed, damage slight. 

Italian communiqué: An enemy detachment put to flight near Tobruk, 
and positions there and at Mersa Matruh bombed by Axis aircraft and 
oil depots fired. Two aircraft trying to raid Tripoli shot down. 


July 15 (Tuesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: A few aircraft over the country in night; activity con- 
fined to Eastern England. A coastal town attacked and damage 
done, but casualties reported not numerous. Elsewhere in some areas 
bombs at a few points, but no casualties reported. One aircraft over 
South Wales during day; no bombs reported. Another over south coast 
in evening, dropped bombs. 

Against Germany: Industrial areas in Bremen and Hanover heavily 
bombed in night, starting large fires; also several other targets in North: 
West Germany and the docks at Rotterdam. Five aircraft missing 
On night of July 13 a bomber shot down a German fighter. 

German communiqué: Hull harbour bombed in night by small 
formations and large fires caused. In attempted sweeps over Channel 
previous day 13 British aircraft destroyed. Bombs dropped in North- 
West Germany in night, chiefly on Hanover and coastal regions. Some 
killed and injured among civilians; 7 raiders shot down. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Fighting in the north-west, west, and south- 
west sectors previous day, and heavy losses inflicted in counter 
attacks. In the western sector 100 enemy tanks and many ar 
destroyed, and in south-western a unit of some 3,000 men defeated and 
many guns, machine guns, cars, etc., captured. The air force active 
attacking aerodromes and troops. On evening of July 12 the Baltic 
Fleet, with aircraft and coastal artillery support, attacked a convoy 
of transports in the Baltic, sank 2 destroyers, 13 transports, and 4 
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barge taden with tanks, and damaged and set on fire 13 transports 
and a destroyer. No losses sustained. Later: Stubborn fighting in 
night in north-western and western sectors. Ploesti and enemy mecha- 
nized units bombed. In an action against German-Rumanian regi- 
ments invading Soviet territory a German infantry and an artillery 
regiment wiped out, and 56 guns, 80 lorries of ammunition, 600 carts, 
1,000 horses, whippet tanks, and other material captured. 

Izvestia reported the Dnieper crossed north of Rogachev and the 
Germans pushed back 20 miles. The roads round Rogachev choked 
with captured German tanks. 

German communiqué: Operations .making continuous progress. 
Press reports: The troops now approaching Novograd-Volynsk, and all 
counter-attacks in Kiev area repulsed with heavy loss. The last fort 
at the most e&sterly point of the Stalin Line in the Vitebsk area 
captured. 

Berlin radio: The last system of fortifications of this kind (the 
Stalin Line) on the continent now overcome. Russian and British 
estimates of German losses not true; actual figures small in comparison 
with results. In fighting towards Kiev on July 13 and 14 strong Soviet 
tank forces completely wiped out and masses of troops slaughtered. 
In the Smolensk area 33 tanks and 500 lorries destroyed in a few hours, 
and the Luftwaffe shot down 72 aircraft the previous day and destroyed 
150 on the ground, losing only 9 itself. Soviet aircraft destroyed now 
totalled 7,182. 

Finnish communiqué: Many places in East Finland bombed previous 
day, and one place in Karelia during day. No damage; 5 raiders shot 
down. 

Hungarian communiqué: Mobile troops beat back several large-scale 
attacks by Soviet tank troops, and the air force bombed the retreating 
column. 

Rumanian communiqué: Bucarest raided in night, and fires started, 
but all put out. One person killed. 

Italian News Agency: Soviet paratroops dropped in Hungary to 
destroy railways, but prevented by vigilance of Hungarian troops. 

Swedish reports from German sources: A German attack in the 
Opochka sector, 50 miles south of Ostrov, made a breach 700° yards 
wide in the field defences. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Tobruk, offensive patrols active, and in a recent 
surprise attack prisoners taken and many casualties inflicted. One 
raid so successful that the enemy described it as a serious attempt to 
break out of Tobruk. R.A.F.: Zuara aerodrome bombed previous day, 
transport machine-gunned, and a Ju. 52 set on fire. Benghazi and 
Bardia bombed on night of July 13. Two enemy bombers shot down. 

German communiqué: Motor vehicle concentrations at Sidi Barrani 
scattered by air attack, and batteries at Tobruk silenced. Ships in 
Suez dockyard bombed on night of July 13 and 2 freighters destroyed. 

Italian communiqué: Repulse of enemy attacks on Sollum front and 
at Tobruk, where harbour works bombed. Advanced air bases at 
Siwa also attacked. Derna, Bardia, Benghazi, and the Gondar area in 
Abyssinia raided. One raider destroyed. 
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July 16 (Wednesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 

AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Against Germany: Factories, etc., at Duisburg and 
other parts of Ruhr heavily bombed in night and an enemy fighter 
destroyed, and an aerodrome in North France attacked by patrols. 
Three aircraft missing. Rotterdam docks bombed from very low level 
in day, with direct hits on a vessel of 15,000 tons and much damage 
to warehouses. Four aircraft missing. 

German communiqué: Margate harbour installations bombed in 
night. A few bombs dropped in Western Germany; 3 raiders shot 
down by night fighters. A 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Heavy fighting all previous day in Pskoy- 
Porkhov, Vitebsk, and Volynsk sectors. In first a motorized group 
surrounded and destroyed, with capture of many tanks, lorries, and 
arms. At Vitebsk enemy attempts to penetrate eastward frustrated; 
heavy losses on both sides. At Volynsk enemy tanks in a difficult 
situation; stubborn fighting counteracting attempts of infantry to join 
them. The air force bombed Ploesti, Sulina, and Tulcea previous day, 
and on July 14 destroyed 52 enemy aircraft, losing 24. In Gulf of Riga 
2 aircraft shot down by a destroyer, and in Gulf of Finland a U-boat 
sunk by a mine and 2 aircraft shot down by Soviet aircraft, one of 
which lost. Later: Fighting in night in Pskov, Polodsk, and Vitebsk 
sectors, and Ploesti bombed, causing large fires. 

Moscow radio: Ploesti a huge sea of flame after bombing, which not 
interfered with till the aircraft actually over their target. 

German communiqué: Operations continuing to progress favourably. 
At several points Soviet troops launched desperate counter-attacks; 
repulsed with bloody losses. News Agency: One column advancing 
from Pskov reached a point near Byelaya, within 130 miles of Lenin- 
grad. Violent fighting south of Vitebsk, in gap between Dvina and 
Dnieper, and several thousand prisoners taken. A Soviet destroyer 
severely damaged by a torpedo from an E-boat in the Eastern Baltic. 

Berlin radio: Railway marshalling yards at Leningrad bombed and 
a munition train blown up. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
R.A.F.: Aerodromes at Eleusis, Hassani, and Heraklion bombed on 
night of July 14, hitting hangars, etc., and causing large fires and 
explosions. Messina docks attacked sam e night and large fires visible 
65 miles away started at railhead among trucks, warehouses, etc. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 
R.A.F.: An enemy convoy bombed off Libyan coast that morning; 
an 8,000 ton ship sunk and another damaged by direct hit. Enemy 
aircraft engaged and 7 shot down while attacking British vessels 
previous day. A number flew over Suez Canal area in night; one came 
down in Bitter Lake and another crashed near Port Said. Two aircraft 
missing from these and Mediterranean operations. 
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Italian communiqué: Tobruk bombed by Axis aircraft with direct 
hits on forts, batteries, etc., and advance aerodromes attacked by 
German bombers. Some localities in Cyrenaica raided; a British ‘plane 
shot down near Bardia. The enemy routed in a daring attack by the 
garrison of Wolchefit on July 13, and Indian units forced to retire the 
next day. An enemy aircraft shot down near Gondar. 


July 17 (Thursday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: A very few aircraft over the country in night; bombs 
at points in the east and south-east, but no extensive damage, and 
casualties small. 

Against Germany: Hamburg industries and several other targets in 
North-West Germany and docks at Boulogne bombed in night; many hits 
observed and fires caused. Three aircraft missing. In attacks on ship- 
ping off French coast previous evening a 6,000 ton tanker hit and left 
sinking, and 2 ships of 2,000 tons attacked. Off Norwegian coast a ship 
of 3,000 tons set on fire and left sinking. All aircraft returned, but one 
missing from patrol. During day 5 enemy aircraft destroyed in offen- 
sive sweeps. Two fighters missing. Further information re Rotterdam 
raid showed 17 ships totalling 90,000 to 100,000 tons sunk or put out of 
action for a long time, and 5 more of 40,000 to 45,000 tons severely 
damaged, 2 warehouses and a factory left burning. The Baloeran, of 
17,000 tons, hit by several bombs, and 2 supply ships of 4,000 tons 
and one smaller exploded. 

German communiqué: Aerodromes in Midlands bombed in night; 
also military installations at Great Yarmouth. In an attempted sweep 
over Dutch coast previous day 9 enemy bombers brought down. A few 
bombs dropped in night at a few places in North-West Germany. 
Damage slight; 3 brought down. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 
Che auxiliary vessel Lady Somers, 7,750 tons, sunk. No lives lost. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Heavy fighting previous day in Pskov, 
Smolensk, Bobruisk, and Volynsk sectors. Concentrated blows by air 
force on aerodromes, river crossings, etc., and raids on Ploesti, Sulina, 
Tulcea, and Saccea. At one aerodrome 12 mechanics and 27 pilots, with 
8 aircraft, deserted to Soviet forces. A battalion of tanks retiring from 
Rogachev surrounded and destroyed. Later: Violent fighting in night 
in Pskov-Porkhov sector. In Bessarabia a Rumanian battalion came 
over voluntarily, bringing its officers under escort, with 3 guns, 12 
machine guns, 5 cars, 56 lorries, etc. 

German communiqué: By throwing in last reserves enemy attempted 
to stay the onslaught of the German Army and its allies. A vast 
decisive struggle now in progress on whole front; about 9 million men 
confronting each other in battle on a scale exceeding anything in 
history. Great successes approaching. In Bessarabia Chisinau 
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(Kishinev) taken previous day. Berlin radio: Smolensk captured (not 
repeated in subsequent broadcasts) also Polodsk. Reconnaissance 
flights showed that retreat of Red Army rapidly taking on aspect of , 
disorderly and confused flight. In many sectors no longer any question 
of a unified command, and the Soviet troops could no longer be expected 
to launch any further large-scale frontal attack or even to offer seriou; 
resistance. The Luftwaffe, having gained air superiority, was destroy. 
ing railways far in rear of Soviet armies preventing them withdrawing 
or getting fresh supplies. Finnish forces reached eastern shore oj 
Ladoga. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
Malta: Fighters attacked a large enemy formation during morning 
destroying 2 fighters and damaging one. 
Italian communigué: Malta air bases raided on night of July 15. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: On night of July 15 an Australian patrol at Tobruk 
penetrated 6,000 yards, attacked 2 strong positions, inflicted casualties 
substantially greater than its own strength, and withdrew. In the 
frontier area active patrols inflicted casualties in personnel and in 
material. In Wolchefit Pass on July 15, north of Gondar, an important 
position captured and held. 

German communiqué: Suez bombed on night of July 15 and oi 
depots set on fire. 

Italian communiqué: Tobruk front; an enemy scouting foray with 
tanks completely smashed. Tobruk fortifications and air bases in 
Egypt bombed and machine-gunned. Benghazi and Tripoli raided 
slight damage. 


July 18 (Friday) 


. WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Activity in night not on large scale, and over lan( 
almost entirely concentrated on Hull, which was sharply attacked 
Some damage done and a number of fires. Details of casualties not yet 
known, but feared might prove heavy. During day aircraft flew nea 
coasts but not inland. No bombs reported. Two bombers shot dows 
off south coast. 

Against Germany: Industrial areas at Cologne and elsewhere bombet 
in night and many hits observed, and St. Nazaire docks, where a shi 
of 4,000 tons hit. Aerodromes in occupied territory also attacked 
One aircraft missing. In further operations previous evening 3 fighter 
and a seaplane destroyed, making 9 in day. Six fighters missing, bu! 
one pilot safe. During day shipping in Channel attacked, with sever: 
hits on an escorted supply ship of 6,000 tons. An enemy fighte 
destroyed. Three aircraft missing. 

German communiqué. Warehouses, granaries, oil mills, etc., at Hu 
bombed in night by strong formations, causing violent explosions an 
fires, and aerodromes in the Midlands attacked effectively. Shippin 
sunk off east coast of England. In attempted attacks on Chanr 





r 17-18 
ed (not 
issance 
ct of a 
uestion 
pected 
Serious 
estroy- 
rawing 
10re of 


orning, 


_ 


5. 


Tobruk 
sualties 
In the 
and in 
ortant 


und oil 
y with 


uses in 
raided 


MILITARY OPERATIONS, JULY 18 969 
ee sean a = : 


coast previous day 10 enemy aircraft brought down, and 4 more shot 
down over Channel by mine sweepers. Bombs dropped in West Germany 
in night; no damage worth mentioning and 3 raiders brought down. 


, GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Battles previous day in Pskov-Porkhov, 
Polovsk, Smolensk, and Volynsk sectors and on Bessarabian front; 
no important changes. The air force active, and on July 15 and 16 
destroyed 98 enemy aircraft, losing 23. Later: Stubborn fighting in 
night in Pskov, Smolensk, and Bobruisk sectors and in Bessarabia;,no 
substantial change. The air force destroyed 22 aircraft previous 
day, losing 8. A company of sharpshooters in one battle wiped out 
1,000 Germans. 

German communiqué: ‘“‘The vast operations proceeding in our favour 
in all sectors.” Key positions of Bessarabia captured, and fight for 
capture and mopping-up of Kornesti massif finished. Chotin, Soroka, 
Orchei, and Chisinau (Kishinev) occupied. 

Berlin radio: The break through the Stalin Line between Mohilev 
and Vitebsk widened beyond Smolensk, which town taken on July 16. 
All attempts at its recapture failed. 

News Agency: A great tank battle south-east of Smolensk. Germans 
attacked by over 300 Russian tanks, most of them of 52 tons; 210 
destroyed and the rest repulsed. The drive towards Leningrad 
continuing, but heavy resistance met near Lake Peipus. Battles 
“raging here in which one gets the impression that the Russian defences 
are slowly but surely collapsing. It can be assumed that in the near 
future smashing decisions will be forced’. The air force bombed 
Soviet lines of retreat continuously previous day, particularly railways 
round Moscow, and destroyed 81 Red aircraft. 

Finnish communiqué: Decisive results in offensive on Ladoga and 
Karelia sectorssgeached; enemy lines completely penetrated. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

Admiralty: A supply ship escorted by destroyers torpedoed by a 
submarine and probably sunk; two schooners and 5 caiques carrying 
troops, petrol, and ammunition all sunk. 

A large Italian formation intercepted over Malta previous morning; 
2 shot down and others damaged. 

Italian communiqué: In air combat over Malta with superior forces 
5 British aircraft shot down. One Italian missing. Palermo raided on 
night of July 16; 3 civilians reported wounded. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Deep penetration into positions outside Tobruk by a 
patrol on night of July 16, and casualties inflicted. Enemy armoured 
cars engaged previous day; retreated hastily. R.A.l’.: Benghazi and 
Tripoli harbours and other positions heavily bombed on nights of 
July 15, 16, and 17. Many direct hits on quays, a 6,000 ton tanker 
torpedoed, and violent explosions on the Spanish Mole at Tripoli. 
At Derna and Bardia buildings set on fire, and explosions and fires 
observed in barracks, power stations, garages, and other targets. 
Two aircraft missing from these and Mediterranean operations. 
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German communiqué: A large cargo ship sunk c ff Sidi Barrani on 
July 16. Five British fighters shot down in air combats. 

Italian communiqué: Batteries, etc., at Tobruk bombed by Axis, 
causing large fires. South-west of Sidi Barrani motorized transport 
bombed from low level by Italians. German fighters shot down 
5 aircraft escorting shipping previous day. Benghazi and Derna 
raided; some Moslem victims at Derna. 


July 19 (Saturday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 

AIR OPERATIONS » 

Air Ministry: A few aircraft inland from east coast in night; bombs 
dropped but no casualties or damage reported. 

Against Germany: A convoy off Dutch coast bombed during day, 
3 ships of 6,000 tons set on fire, one of 4,000 tons blown up, and an 
explosion seen in one of the escort. Off Norwegian coast a supply 
ship attacked and left listing heavily. The docks at Dunkirk bombed 
in afternoon, and 4 enemy fighters destroyed. Five aircraft missing. 

German communiqué: Cargo ships bombed in British waters. In 
attempts to attack Channel coast 10 British aircraft shot down. No 
aircraft over German territory in day or night. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Heavy fighting previous day in Pskov-Porkhov, 
Polodsk-Nevel, and Smolensk sectors; heavy losses on both sides. 
Number of enemy aircraft destroyed on July 17 now 31, and on 
previous day, 32. 

Intense fighting in night in Polodsk-Nevel, Smolensk, and Bobruisk 
sectors, and the air force active. In addition to figures reported on 
July 16 and 17, 39 enemy ’planes destroyed; 16 Russian lost. In 
attacks on barges at Sulina 2 transport and 5 oil barges blown up 
and 3 aircraft shot down. All aircraft returned safely. 

German communiqué: A passage of the Dniester forced at several 
points, and break through of Stalin Line extended beyond Smolensk, 
which entered on July 16. Finnish forces reached northern shore 
of Ladoga. 

Berlin radio: Luftwaffe destroyed 8 enemy transport trains at 
Czerkovo, and attacked aerodromes north and south of Lake Ilmen. 

News Agency: Novograd-Volynsk captured, and the outskirts of 
Smolensk occupied by a German detachment. 

Rumanian report: Kiev surrounded, but the Russians resisting 
fiercely. 

Vichy News Agency: The Germans beyond Smolensk and ‘‘probably 
156 miles from Moscow’. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
R.A.F.: Palermo raided on night of July 17, bombs falling on or 
near a cruiser and some destroyers. Aerodromes at Gerbini and 
Angusta also bombed.. Two Ju. 88s raiding Cyprus intercepted and 
one shot down. . 
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Italian communiqué: Malta air bases bombed in night of July 17; 
also Nicosia airport, where direct hits scored. 





NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Three raids made previous day on positions facing 
western perimeter of Tobruk, inflicting serious casualties and taking 
prisoners. In frontier area previous day an enemy fighting patrol 
engaged and put to flight. R.A.F.: Derna and Bardia bombed in 
night, causing fires and heavy explosions. All aircraft returned. 

Egyptian communiqué: Alexandria raided during day; one fatal 
casualty and slight damage. 

German communiqué: Alexandria naval base attacked in night. 

Italian communiqué: Attacks on two Italian strongholds at Tobruk 
completely repulsed. Railway installations at Mersa Matruh and 
fortifications at Tobruk bombed. Two aircraft tried to raid Tripoli; 
one shot down. In Benghazi raid reported previous day an enemy 
bomber forced down and crew of 6 captured. 


f 
July 20 (Sunday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Very few aircraft over country in night; bombs at 
2 points in Midlands; little damage and no casualties. 

Against Germany: Heavy toll of enemy coastal shipping taken 
previous day; 8 ships, totalling 48,000 tons, badly damaged in 2 attacks 
and probably destroyed. In second attack a convoy of 7 ships bombed 
off Norderney, setting a tanker of 10,000 tons on fire, hitting a vessel 
of 6,000 tons four times, and hitting and leaving on fire 2 of 8,000 
and 2,000 tons respectively. All aircraft returned. In night Hanover 
bombed heavily, causing large fires. An enemy fighter destroyed. Two 
aircraft missing. 

German communiqué: Military targets in Midlands and East England 
bombed in night. In attempted daylight raids on Channel area and 
Norwegian coast 10 British aircraft destroyed. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 
Admiralty: The drifters Devon County and Lord St. Vincent lost. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Stubborn fighting previous day in Pskov, 
Polodsk-Nevel, Smolensk, and Volynsk sectors, and the air force 
active despite unfavourable weather. In an attack on a German 
convoy in Baltic 11 transports and a tanker sunk and an enemy fighter 
shot down, for the loss of one aircraft and one m.t.b. Later: Intense 
fighting in night in Polodsk-Nevel, Smolensk, and Volynsk sectors. 
The air force active; verified data regarding July 18 showed 71 (not 
32) enemy aircraft destroyed. 

German communiqué: Pursuit of the enemy on east bank of Dniester 
continued by German-Rumanian forces. Smolensk region: operations 
proceeding according to plan. Finnish frontier: further successes scorec 
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At a number of points desperate attempts of encircled Russians to 
break through frustrated, and heavy and bloody losses inflicted. 

News Agency: Bombers, attacked naval units off Dagé Island 
previous day, set a destroyer on fire, and severely damaged 2 others. 
A merchant ship of 4,000 tons sunk south-east of Rybachi Peninsula, 

Later announcement: The High Command carrying out a strategy 
of confusing the enemy by encircling, harassing, dividing, and 
destroying his armies. Infantry and tanks had been engaged in 
extremely complicated tactics from plains of Leningrad to Kiev in 
manoeuvres to prevent a Russian retreat to the Urals or to safety 
behind Moscow, where reorganization might be attempted. 

The crossing of the Dniester, reported previous day, effected near 
Kamenetz-Podolsk. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
Italian communtgué: Malta air bases raided in night and previous 
night. One submarine sank a British destroyer, another sank a British 
submarine, and 2 torpedo-boats sank a second submarine. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: Tobruk area: artillery activity only. 

Egyptiag communiqué: Alexandria raided in morning; damage slight. 
One person killed and 11 injured. 

Italian communiqué: Tobruk defences, etc., bombed by Axis 
aircraft. A cruiser of 10,000 tons torpedoed by aircraft off Mersa 
Matruh. Benghazi and Tripoli raided; off Tripoli a bomber shot 
down. Gondar raided. 

Turkish report: The Unirea oil refinery at Ploesti demolished by a 
raid on July 13, and the Phoenix Co.’s installation at Constanza 
wrecked in earlier raids. 


—_ 


July 21 (Monday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

Air Ministry: Activity in night on small scale. Bombs at several 
points in East England and at 2 in north-east Scotland. Some damage, 
and a few casualties reported. 

Against Germany: Heavy and sustained attack on Rhineland in night 
starting many large fires at Cologne; docks at Rotterdam also bombed. 
All aircraft returned. Known that 2 enemy fighters destroyed previous 
night. Several aerodromes in France attacked by offensive patrols in 
night, and an enemy fighter shot down over Channel in patrols over sea 
and coasts. One aircraft missing. During day offensive continued, 
particularly between Calais and Boulogne, a factory at Lille and ship- 
ping off French coast attacked, and 8 aircraft shot down. Three fighters 
missing. 

German communiqué: Shipping sunk off east coast of England, and 
harbour works on east coast of Scotland and south-east coast of England 
and aerodromes in south-east bombed. British aircraft tried to attack 
Channel coast previous day and that morning; 12 shot down. Bombs 
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dropped in night at some places in West Germany. Casualties among 
civilian population light. 


GERMANY AND RUSSIA 

Russian communiqué: Heavy fighting previous day in directions of 
Pskov, Polodsk-Nevel, Smolensk, and Volynsk; no important change in 
positions. Successful actions by guerrillas behind German front. The 
air force annihilated mechanized and air force units, destroyed 25 
enemy "planes, and sank a torpedo boat in the Baltic. Later: Stubborn 
fighting in night in Polodsk-Nevel, Smolensk, and Volynsk sectors. The 
air force destroyed 31 aircraft previous day, losing 6. Off Varna a 
U-boat sunk by collision with a Bulgarian minesweeper. 

German communiqué: Southern sector; German, Rumanian, and 
Hungarian troops pursuing beaten enemy. Fighting progressing 
favourably in other sectors, and many encircled groups annihilated. 
German radio: A low level air attack previous day on troops north of 
Vitebsk, destroying 250 vehicles and silencing many guns. Smolensk 
area; several hundred transport cars and 26 tanks destroyed by air 
attack, and in air combat 97 enemy aircraft destroyed. 

News Agency: Prisoners taken on July 19 and 20 consisted of men 
from 18 divisions formed into a single badly equipped division. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
R.A.F.: Catania aerodrome bombed and machine-gunned on night 
of July 18. 
Italian communiqué: Micaaba air base, Malta, bombed. Naples 
raided in the night; 15 persons killed and 24 wounded. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo: A series of raids at Tobruk on night of July 19, 
inflicting serious losses, at the cost of small casualties. In one attack 
an Indian patrol routed a strong enemy force and inflicted many 
casualties without losing a man. 

R.A.F.: Benghazi attacked on nights of July 18 and 19 by heavy 
bombers, causing fires and explosions; and Tripoli on latter night, hit- 
ting the power station. Tripoli harbour raided later by Fleét Air Arm. 
Two aircraft missing from these and Mediterranean operations. 

German communiqué: Bombers “effectively plastered British artillery 
positions and quay installations”. Three enemy aircraft shot down. 

Italian communiqué: Benghazi raided again. Prompt repulse of an 
attempt to approach a position at Tobruk. 





CHRONOLOGY 


ARGENTINA 


July 14.—The Minister of the Interior told the Committee fo; 
Constitutional Affairs of the Chamber that the Government were 
determined to collaborate with Congress to suppress anti-Argentine 
activities of political extremists, and wished to reaffirm, through him, 
their sincere and complete adherence to the democratic institutions 
governing the country. It,was understood that he made these declara- 
tions after acknowledging the existence of a vast organization of Nazi 
propaganda directed from abroad. 

July 21.—It was announced that the British Community had under- 
taken to send to Geneva 400 tons of food monthly for British prisoners 
of war in Germany and Italy. It had already sent 80 tons, and a large 
quantity of clothing. 


AUSTRALIA 


July 8.—The Minister for Air stated that the R.A.A.F., including 
reservists, numbered nearly 60,000, and that since the war began 
191,760 men had applied to enlist in it, some 1,900 having applied the 
previous week alone. When fully operating the Air Cadet Corps would 
comprise 78 squadrons containing 16,000 boys under 16. 

July 14.—Mr. Menzies said the Government entirely concurred 


with the Anglo-Russian Agreement, about which they had been 
consulted. 

July 16.—Sir Ronald Cross, the new High Commissioner for the 
U.K. in Australia, arrived in Sydney. He told the press he was more 
optimistic than he had ever been before about the issue of the Battle of 
the Atlantic. The time when losses would be met by replacements could 
be forecast now as being probably some time in 1942. Referring to the 
Pacific he said Britain had been compelled to withdraw cargo ships and 
tankers formerly engaged in the Australian trade for use on shorter 
routes. The Pacific shipping situation was not likely to be eased soon. 
Negotiations were proceeding favourably in Washington for sub- 
stituting American vessels for British liners in the Pacific. 

July 19.—The Army Ministerstated that the casualties in Syria were 
117 officers and 1,565 other ranks, of whom 26 officers and 210 other 
ranks were killed. 


BELGIUM 


July 15.—The Prime Minister told the press, in London, that the 
spirit of resistance of the population of Belgium was increasing. The 
Burgomaster of Brussels had been dismissed and had at once issued a 
proclamation, dated June 30, protesting. against the illegality of the 
German action. When torn down by the Germans the posters contain: 
ing it were at once replaced by unknown hands, and German fines and 
reprisals were treated with contempt. 
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July 21.—The Prime Minister, speaking on Independence Day (in 
London) said: ‘‘King Leopold, with the disdainful silence which he pre- 
serves towards the enemy, is still the centre of resistance for all Bel- 
cians. ‘Union Makes for Strength’ is the Belgian motto, and Belgians, 
both abroad and those from the King to the humblest citizen imprisoned 
in their own country, must unite.” 

Mr. Eden’s broadcast to the Belgian people. (See Great Britain.) 


4 


BOLIVIA 


July 19.—The Government declared a state of siege throughout the 
country and ordered the German Minister, Wendler, to leave. The 
Minister of the Interior stated that they had documentary proof of 
political intervention by a foreign nation to undermine public order. 
It was understood that this included evidence of interference in 
Bolivian domestic politics and of carrying on German propaganda in 
violation of Bolivian laws; also of the fostering by the German Legation 
of the subversive activities of several Bolivian political groups. Several 
arrests were made of German sympathizers, including the director and 
editor of the Socialist paper La Calle. 

July 20.—A Col. Busch arrived in La Paz, appointed as Air Attaché 
to the German Legation. 

july 21.—Among persons arrested were stated to be the ex- 
manager af the Lloyd Aero Boliviano and other Germans, Sefor 
Montenegro, director of a weekly paper, Sefior Arce, formerly Minister 
in Rome, and Sefior Estensoro, formerly Finance Minister. Several 
important papers admitted that they had published news received 
from the German Legation, paid for at advertising rates. 

The National Revolutionary Movement, created with the support of 
German residents, was suppressed. 


BULGARIA : 


July 9.—Hungarian reports stated that much resentment was felt 
in the country at the Italian plans for Bulgaria under the New Order. 
Italy intended to annex the Macedonian districts of Struga, Kossovo, 
and Dewara and incorporate them with Albania. 

July 12.—The Government were reported to have asked the German 
Government whether more of their troops could not be withdrawn 
(there were 11 divisions still in the country), owing to their requirements 
resulting in the population being short of food. The Germans were 
believed to have replied that the existing force was necessary to guard 
the Danube delta against the Russians and stop any landing from the 
Black Sea. 

The Germans were stated to be ignoring a promise that the troops 
would not shop on a large scale or send parcels home, and the post offices 
were compelled to grant special facilities to senders in German uniform. 

July 19.—Turkish papers stated that 18 to 20 German divisions were 
massing on the Turkish frontier, and that motorized divisions in Libya 
were being sent there. 
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The Premier and the Foreign Minister left Sofia for Rome. 

Confusion was reported to be general in the country owing to the 
sudden mobilization of 18 divisions of the Army, which was interfering 
with the harvest. 


CANADA 


July 10.—Some 85 per cent of the units of the Commenwealth Air 
Training Plan were understood to be working at full pressure, so that 
the whole plan was expected to be in operation 6 months ahead of 
schedule. 

July 16.—The Defence Minister told the press that a 2 months’ 
special recruiting drive had produced 48,000 volunteers, of whom 34,625 
had been accepted. During the same period 12,000 were accepted for the 
Air Force, and 3,500 for the Navy. The enlisted strength of the Active 
Service Force was now 215,000 (of whom some 80,000 were overseas), 
of the Air Force 60,000, and of the Navy 20,000. 


CHINA 


July 8.—Chiang Kai-shek, in a statement on the 4th anniversary of 
the Japanese attack, said the struggle could no longer be viewed as a 
conflict between two nations, for the European and Asiatic wars had 
now become closely interrelated. If the anti-aggressor Powers first 


combined to crush Japan they would be able to impose a settlement of 
the European conflict. 

The Army spokesman in Chungking stated that Japanese casualties 
since the war began were nearly 2 million. The Finance Minister said 
that Japan’s new debt arising from the war was about 4 times as large 
as China’s, whose debt represented 20 dollars a head of the population, 
or one twentieth of that of Japan. 


SINO-JAPANESE WAR 


SHANGHAI AND THE YANGTZE VALLEY 
July 8.—Chungking was raided in the night and that morning, and 
the British Embassy wrecked. 


SOUTH CHINA 


July 17.—The Chinese press reported that some 20,000 Japanese 
troops had left Hainan for Indo-China. 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 

July 18.—Signature of alliance agreement with Soviet Russia. (Se 
U.S.S.R.) Recognition of Dr. Benes’s Government by the British 
Government. (See Great Britain.) 
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DENMARK 

July 12.—It was learnt that the Minister of Justice had been forced to 
resign following demonstrations against Germans in Copenhagen, and 
was succeeded by the Chief of Police, the German nominee, who took 
over on June 22. 

Many Communists were arrested soon after the attack on Russia. 

The Government were forced to break off relations with Russia and 
to permit volunteers to join Germany in the “crusade against Bolshe- 
ism”. (This was against Danish law). ~ 


ECUADOR 

July 8—Peruvian statement regarding the frontier fighting. (See 
Peru.) 

July 9.—The Government were approached by the Governments of 
the U.S.A., Brazil, and Argentina, who proposed the establishment of 
a 30 kilometre “‘no man’s land’”’ between the forces and those of Peru, 
as a first step towards a truce. 

July 16.—The Government accepted the proposal of the 3 Govern- 
ments for mediation. 


FRANCE 


July 8.—The Vichy News Agency stated that the St. Didier was 
carrying troops to Syria when she was sunk by British aircraft. 

A decree was issued limiting the number of Jews authorized to 
practise as lawyers to 2 per cent of the non-Jewish members of the Bar. 

July 9.—General Dentz’s request for an armistice. (See Great 
Britain.) The Vichy Government issued a statement declaring that 
for a month the Army of the Levant had been engaged in a fierce 
fight to affirm the determination of France to assure the defence of 
territory entrusted to her protection. In spite of all efforts it had been 
found impossible to send sufficient supplies and reinforcements to 
continue the fight. Desirous of shortening the sufferings of the popula- 
tions of Syria and the Lebanon, and esteeming the honour of French 
arms had been saved, the Government had decided to authorize General 
Dentz to ask for suspension of hostilities. Steps were taken inf that 
direction the previous day with the U.S. Consul-General in Beirut as 
intermediary. 

The Political Directorate of Free France, in a statement said: “It 
was only under the necessity of freeing the Near East of Nazi influence 
that the Allied forces entered Syria. For the Free French forces, who 
fully endorsed this action, it was extremely unpalatable, because they 
knew they would find in front of them French troops, misled by the 
bad shepherds of Vichy.”” They hoped it would be possible to end 
hostilities and bring independence to Syria within the framework of a 
treaty of alliance with France. It was with the greatest fraternal 
feelings that they welcomed to their ranks their brothers who had been 
deceived by a propaganda of falsehood. 
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July 10.—It was announced in Vichy that General Weygand had 
arrived in Vichy and seen Marshal Pétain. 

July 11.—Vichy announced that the British terms for an armistice 
in Syria had been rejected, and that General Dentz had been given a 
free hand to continue fighting. The Government’s reply stated: (1) the 
form and text of the terms were unacceptable. (2) The British reply 
apparently written precisely to prevent the possibility of eventual 
agreement. (3) Text of British reply clearly showed that Britain 
determined to conquer the French mandated territories. (4) Impossible 
for the Government to negotiate with the followers of de Gaulle, who 
were traitors. (5) The Government, unable to accept the terms, 
confident that General Dentz would take decisions apropriate to the 
situation. 

France alone had the responsibility of deciding when Syrian inde- 
pendence should be granted; hence the British declaration re emancipa- 
tion of Syria must be considered null and void. The French could never 
under any pretext negotiate with such traitors as de Gaulle and 
Catroux. The Government could not accept the terms of “complete 
amnesty’ used by the British. 

July 12.—It was announced in Vichy that the defences of Dakar, 
Casablanca, and Mers el Kebir were being strengthened to prevent 
any action similar to that at Iceland. 

Opening of armistice discussions regarding Syria and initialling oj 
terms. (See Syria.) 

July 13.—The Vichy News Agency announced that General Dentz 
had full powers to sign whatever armistice terms he thought fit at 
any time he chose. The fact that he preferred to seek advice from 
Vichy on certain technical points made no difference to the situation. 

July 14.—The War Ministry announced that the Government had 
approved the terms for an armistice in Syria. When the first British 
terms were received General Dentz “‘scrupulously respected his instruc- 
tions, and that is what has permitted France to transform the insolent 
political ultimatum, which could not be signed without dishonour, 
into an honourable military convention’. 

General de Gaulle, in a July 14 message to his troops and supporters, 
said it was a day of faith, because never had they believed more 
firmly in France and her destiny, and of hope, “‘because we see appea!- 
ing on the horizon all the gifts of victory’’. 

Message to him from Mr. Churchill. (See Great Britain.) 

The Vichy Government announced the acceptance of the Syrian 
armistice terms, and Marshal Pétain addressed Notes to civilians and 
soldiers there. In both he expressed gratification at the conduct of the 
campaign, and promised that France would remain closely attached to 
her mandates. To the civilians he said: ‘‘As a result of an unjustifiable 
aggression and as the victim of an unequal fight Franee is going to suffer 
an eclipse in the Levant, as sad for her as for you.” 

July 16.—It was announced in Vichy that General Weygand ha‘ 
been appointed Governor-General of Algeria, retaining his position a 
the Government’s Delegate-General in French Africa. 

The press reported that all places on and near the coast had been 
declared prohibited zones, and that all persons already in any of them 
for their holidays must leave before July 20. 
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A Government spokesman in Vichy stated that the German advance 
in Russia had been virtually halted, except for small motorized columns. 
The Germans had suffered heavy losses, the Stalin Line had not fallen, 
and Russian resistance was strengthening, with counter-attacks over 
the whole of the central and southern fronts. 

July 17.—Swiss reports stated that general satisfaction was expressed 
in Vichy at the terms accorded to the Army in Syria. The Paris papers 
L’Euvre and Nouveaux Temps attacked the Vichy Government, de- 
manding the reconstruction of the Cabinet and the recall of Laval. 

July 19.—Admiral Darlan resigned the office of Minister of the 
Interior. , 

It was learnt that Darlan had dismissed a large number of mayors and 
prefects merely on the ground that they had criticized him or certain 
points in his policy. They included the Mayor of Nice, who had appealed 
for the release of Reynaud, Gamelin, Blum, and others purely on 
patriotic grounds. 

July 21.—Turkish refusal to release the vessels sheltering in Alex- 
andretta harbour. (See Turkey.) 


GERMANY 


July 8.—An agreement was signed by Italy and Germany in Berlin 
settling new frontiers resulting from the partitioning of Yugoslavia. 
The new line coincided with the former Italian-Yugoslav frontier as 
far south as a point below Sairach, 20 miles west of Ljubljana; it then 


ran east to a point where the Italo-German and Croatian frontiers 
met. 

July 9.—Diplomatisch-Politische Korrespondenz said that Roosevelt's 
action regarding Iceland ‘‘unmasks him as an ally of Bolshevism, as a 
Yankee imperialist who raped a small European nation, and as a 
despot who seeks to drive his own nation and the other American 
countries into a fateful policy from which no power on earth can 
absolve him of responsibility.” 

The Vélkischer Beobachter said that all that mattered to Roosevelt 
was to attain what he had been attempting for months—to cause 
the European Powers to fire the first shot. An endless succession of 
provocations had already been given; ‘‘now, however, when the annihila- 
tion of his Bolshevist ally by a united Europe is threatened, Roosevelt 
sees the danger of the decisive loss of his whole cause approaching with 
giant strides. For him the last available moment has arrived for 
prompting his people to take a leap in the dark. . . .” 

The corps of Spanish Falangists, numbering 16,000, was reported to 
have arrived in the country. 

The News Agency announced that official circles in Berlin declared 
that “it is to be expected that the military reports during the next 
few days will contain no further details, and particularly no place 
names, during the development of the operations in the East—which 
are progressing according to plan—in order not to reveal to the enemy 
any important facts about how the so-called Stalin Line is going to be 
attacked. After a penetration of some 200 to 250 miles into enemy 
territory, new positions have been taken up so that the second phase 
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of the war can now begin. Geman stitegy is not concerned with 
territorial occupation, but with the absolute annihilation of the 
enemy”. 

The Berlin radio, commenting on the war communiqué, said the form- 
ations in the West were never mentioned because no operations were 
taking place there, but the troops were there, always ready, and could be 
used at any time. ‘Vigilance is demanded of every German soldier 
wherever he may be stationed.’’ Reference was made to the nightly 
British attacks on North-West Germany, of which ‘‘the central target 
is unhappy Miinster and targets of military and industrial importance”, 
It went on: 

“The British have taken it into their heads that they are supporting 
the fight of the Soviets. But these attacks also aim at undermining the 
spirit of the civilian population. ... Nobody fails to recognize how 
hard it is for individual citizens if, night after night, they lose not only 
their well-deserved night’s rest, but also frequently all their belongings 
or even their lives. . . . But the British raids on the Channel coast and 
Reich territory will not interfere with the decision in the East. . .. It 
must be pointed out that a war on two fronts as it existed in 1914-18 
does not exist now. While the Allies were then in a position to relieve 
one section of the front by attacking at another, the German Army 
of Adolf Hitler has been able to decide the issue on each front in tum 
one. after another, thus completely eliminating further operations 
Wee 


July 11.—The Berlin radio, reporting the difficulties encountered 


in Russia, said: ‘‘Russian roads cannot be compared with roads in the 
rest of’ Europe. Only the Minsk-Moscow autobahn is at all com- 
parable . .. even the main roads are covered with mud after heavy 
rain, while the dust developed in dry weather is torture for the German 


” 


troops. 

July 12.—The Berlin radio stated that Montenegro had proclaimed 
itself a monarchy, and that the National Assembly had sent a message 
to the King of Italy asking him to appoint a Prince to the Throne. 

July 13.—The News Agency announced that ‘‘complete German 
victory is now assured. Leningrad is immediately threatened and the 
occupation of Kiev is imminent. The route to Moscow is opened up, 
and there are no further natural or artificial barriers. Supply lines for 
the Panzer divisions are assured”’. 

The Agency also quoted a statement by a Foreign Office spokesman 
that “the military pact concluded by Britain and the Soviet Union is 
considered in political circles as a significant comment on the military 
situation. It is well known that when a decline has once begun it 
cannot be halted, especially when two parties who cling together are 
involved. From a political point of view this agreement . . . is cor 
sidered noteworthy as an open demonstration of the anti-Europeat 
front of British plutocracy and Bolshevism. That Churchill was reacy 
at any time to betray Europe to Bolshevism has never been doubted 
in political circles in Berlin’. 

July 14.—The D.A.Z. described the Anglo-Russian Agreement 4s 4 
“diabolic alliance’’; militarily it was a vacuum, and, politically, a sig! 
of weakness. The Hamburger Fremdenblatt said: “By it, Churchil 
and Stalin are allied both diplomatically and juristically, although the 
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last vestige of shame prompts the English jurists to avoid the word 
‘ally’ as such.”” England was unmasked as the opponent of the entire 
Occident. 

The press reports of the raids on German towns stated that an ever- 
increasing number of British aircraft were shot down, and that the 
military damage was negligible. Papers asked why Miinster was 
singled out for attack, as it contained no arms works or other military 
targets, but only a few breweries. 

July 15.—It was stated in Berlin, according to Swedish press agents, 
that there were definite indications that the eastern war would develop 
into gas war, and that, “Germany feels forced to the belief that Russian 
Army leaders speak of Germany’s using gas as a pretext for using it 
themselves.”’ 

The Aftonbladet’s dispatch from America (See Sweden) was quoted 
by all the principal papers and news agencies, and official circles in 
Berlin declared, according to Swiss press reports, that ‘‘after careful 
verification of the relevant facts the dispatch is to be regarded as entirely 
genuine and authentic’. They also spoke of the striking revelations of 
the American President’s provocative intentions, and described his 
policy as a “poniard thrust against Europe while Europe is fighting 
Bolshevism”’. 

_July 20.—Goebbels launched a ‘“‘counter-offensive” against the 
V army campaign, and ordered the V sign to be posted on buildings, 
public vehicles, etc., and scattered from aircraft. 

A “Hess-sender” wireless station, broadcasting on a wave-length of 
31.6 metres once an hour throughout the day, gave listeners particulars 
of the corrupt dealings, immorality, treachery, and dishonesty of the 
Nazi leaders, whose names and addresses were furnished as well as 
the time and place of the incidents described. 

July 21.—The wireless bulletins stated that the ‘‘V for Victory” 
campaign had spread through Europe like wildfire, declaring that 
“this mysterious V’’ which, for several days past had been used as an 
additional call sign by stations radiating German news in Europe, stood 
for ‘‘Viktoria’’, the Latin name by which statues of the goddess of 
victory were known in Germany. Thrice repeated, it also stood for 
“Veni, vidi, vici’, and victory for Europe and Germany against 
Bolshevism. 

Hitler received Kvaternik, the ‘Deputy Chief of the State of 
Croatia’’. 

The News Agency announced that the troops were now 375 miles 
from the former Russo-German frontier. Once more ‘‘a vast battle of 
annihilation is in progress, this time east of the Stalin Line. Now, as 
in the campaign in the West, we shall not allow the enemy the breath- 
ing-space they so much desire’. Conditions in the East were more 
difficult, but it might be stated with certainty that the Soviet Army 
had suffered unexampled losses which could not be made good, and 
had been compelled to throw in their last reserves. A violent crisis 
could be observed within the Soviet leadership and in the moral of the 
Soviet forces. Germany, on the other hand, had complete control of 
her forces, most of which had not yet been thrown into the struggle. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 


July 8.—It was announced in the House of Lords that the fina] 
figure for the whole of the War Weapons Weeks was £395 million. 


A Russian Services Mission arrived in London, led by Genera] 
Golikov, Deputy Chief of the General Staff, with Admiral Kharlamoy 
Deputy Chief of the Naval General Staff. ; 

July 9.—Mr. Churchill announced in Parliament that the Govern- 
ment had received a formal application from General Dentz for a 
discussion of terms leading to an armistice. “‘I need hardly say,’’ he 
added, ‘‘how very glad H.M. Government will be to see an end brought 
to this distressing conflict in which from 1,000 to 1,500 British, 
Australian, and Indian soldiers who volunteered to join the Army in 
order to defend France have fallen, killed or wounded, under French 
bullets as the result of the lamentable confusion in which the affairs of 
so many good people in so many parts of the world have been thrown 
by the victories of Hitler’s armies. I therefore should welcome the 
negotiations; I trust they may reach a speedy conclusion. Pending any 
formal arrangement being made military operations must, of course, 
continue without abatement.”’ 

In a statement on Iceland in Parliament Mr. Churchill described 
its occupation by America as “of first-rate political and strategic 
importance; in fact, it is one of the most important things that have 
happened since the war began’. It had been undertaken by her in 
pursuance of the purely American policy of protecting the Westem 
Hemisphere from the Nazi menace. The seizure of Iceland by Hitler 
would be of great advantage to him in bringing pressure to bear both 
on Britain and on the U.S.A., and “‘this measure of American policy is 
therefore in complete harmony with British interests. . . . We still pro- 
pose to retain our army in Iceland, and as British and U:S. forces 
will both have the same object in view—i.e. the defence of Iceland—it 
seems very likely they will co-operate closely and effectively in resistance 
to any attempt by Hitler to gain a footing. .. .”’ 

The second principle of U.S. policy had been “the declared will and 
purpose of the President, Congress, and people of the United States 
not only to send all possible aid in warlike munitions and necessary 
supplies to Great Britain, but also to make sure we get them.... 
Apart from this, the position of the U.S. forces in Iceland will, of course, 
require their being sustained or reinforced at sea from time to time. 
These consignments of American supplies for American forces on duty 
oversea for the purposes of the United States will, of course, have to 
traverse very dangerous waters, and there will be a very large traffic 
constantly passing through dangerous waters. I daresay it may be 
found in practice mutually advantageous for the two Navies involved 
to assist each other as far as is convenient in that part of the 
waters....” 

Mr. Churchill told Parliament that responsibility for the defence o! 
Iraq had been transferred to the Indian command. The principal task 
of Mr. Lyttelton in the Middle East, as Minister of State, would be to 
facilitate the conduct of operations by the C.-in-C.s there by relieving 
them, as far as possible, of a number of extraneous responsibilities with 
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which they had hitherto been burdened and to settle promptly matters 
within the policy of the Government but which involved several home 
Departments or local authorities. 

[t was announced that arrangements had been completed for the 
supply to Russia of large quantities of war material, and that some 
was already on the way there. 

July 10.—Replying to a debate on war production in the Commons 
Col. Moore-Brabazon said he had given instructions that Sunday 
should be a holiday in munitions factories except in cases of extreme 
urgency. Of the sending of aircraft from the United States he said they 
hoped ‘to reach a stage when every single machine would deliver itself 
in Britain by air. In conclusion, he referred to the great attention 
being given to the “‘struggle for height’’ in aircraft design and manufac- 
ture, and said they had now got fighters to operate at 35,000 and 
37,000 feet, and then summed up Britain’s offensive capacity by saying: 
“It is an easy thing to raid London from France; it is more difficult to 
raid Berlin from London, but I can assure you it will not be many 
months before raids like those of those Wednesday and Saturday nights 
on London will be child’s play compared with the raids we will be able 
to make on Berlin.” 

July 11.—It was announced that the Minister of Labour and the 
Secretary for Mines had decided on a compulsory registration of former 
miners, aged 20 to 60, who had left the industry since the beginning of 
1935, with the object of returning as many as possible to the pits 

July 13.—The Ministry of Information issued figures of Italian 
casualties up to June 30, showing 241,000 white and 69,000 native 
prisoners, and 135,000 white and 137,000 native other casualties; a 
total of 582,000. 

Signature of Agreement with the Soviet Government. (See U.S.S.R.) 

July 14.—The air raid casualties for June were published: 399 
persons killed, and 461 injured and detained in hospital. Of the killed, 
64 were children under 16. 

Mr. Churchill inspected a London A.R.P. parade and, speaking at the 
County Hall afterwards, said the defence of London the previous winter 
was the counterpart of the defeat of the Luftwaffe by British fighters 
in the Battle of Britain. He went on to say that measures and precau- 
tions were being taken on the assumption that the raids of last autumn 
would come back again. “‘We ask no favours of the enemy,’ he 
declared. “‘On the contrary, if to-night the people of London were asked 
to cast their vote whether a convention should be entered into to stop 
the bombing of all cities the overwhelming majority would cry: ‘No, 
we will mete out to the Germans the measure, or more than the 
measure, they have meted out to us. We will have no truce or parley 
with Hitler. You do your worst, and we will do out best. Perhaps it 
may be our turn soon. Perhaps it may be our turn now.’ ”’ 

He went on: “We have now intensified for a month past our 
systematic, scientific, methodical bombing on a large scale of the German 
cities, seaports, industries, and other military objectives. We believe 
it to be in our power to keep this process going on a steadily rising tide, 
month after month, year after year, until the Nazi régime is either 
extirpated by us or, better still, torn to pieces by the German people 
themselves. ...In the last few weeks alone we have thrown upon 
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Germany about half the tonnage of bombs thrown by the Germans 
upon our cities during the whole course of the war. But this is only the 
beginning—and we hope by next July to multiply our deliveries 
manifold.”’ 

Mr. Churchill sent a message to General de Gaulle assuring him that 
the soul of France could never die, and asking him “‘to tell all true 
Frenchmen and Frenchwomen, wherever they may be, however hard 
their lot, that the British nation and Empire is always. on the march 
along the great road which leads to victory. I feel sure that most of us 
will live to see another 14th of July when the glories of France will be 
restored and when, amid the roar of liberated Europe, we shall celebrate 
a festival of peace and freedom’. 

July 15.—Mr. Churchill announced in Parliament that ‘‘towards the 
end of last week it became possible to make a solemn agreement 
between the British and Russian Governments carrying with it the full 
assent of the British and Russian people and of the great Dominions of 
the Crown for united action against the common foe. Both the British 
and Russian Governments have undertaken to continue the war against 
Hitlerite Germany to the utmost of their strength, to help each other 
as much as possible in every way, and not to make peace separately. 
The Foreign Secretary and Sir Stafford Cripps were indefatigable in 
carrying matters to a swift conclusion. The agreement which has been 
signed, the text of which has been published, cannot fail to exercise a 
highly beneficial and potent influence on the future of the war. It is, 
of course, an alliance, and the Russian people are now our Allies.”’ 

He then quoted General Smuts’s words in his broadcast of the previous 
day, and in conclusion stated that Mr. Eden had also been instrumental 
in bringing about a very great measure of agreement between Russia 
and Poland. He was hopeful that, aided by the statesmanship of 
General Sikorski, another important step would soon be taken “‘in the 
marshalling of the peoples of the world against the criminals who have 
broken its life and menaced its future’. 

In a statement on Syria Mr. Churchill said a convention had been 
signed “‘in a cordial spirit on both sides’’ and “‘the fact that our rela- 
tions, such as they are, with the Vichy Government have not been 
worsened during these weeks of distressing strife . . . is a proof of the 
deep comprehension of the French people of the true issues at stake in 
the world’. , 

He went on: ‘‘We seek no British advantage in Syria. Our only 
object in occupying the country has been to beat the Germans, and help 
to win the war. . . . We have liberated the country from the thraldom 
exercised by the German Armistice Commission at Wiesbaden, and 
from the dangerous German intrigues and infiltration which were in 
progress. The historic interests of France in Syria and the primacy o! 
those interests over the interests of other European nations is pre- 
served, without prejudice to the rights and sovereignty of the Syrian 
races,” 

After paying a tribute to the conduct of the campaign he said the) 
were entitled to say that the situation in the Nile Valley had, for the 
time being, at any rate, been considerably improved, and compared 
with the position 2 months earlier was much better than could possibly 
have been prophesied. The indecisive fighting at Sollum and the 





3-21 


lans 
the 


T1es 


that 
true 
lard 
arch 
yf us 
1 be 


rate 


, the 
nent 
- full 
1s of 
itish 
Linst 
ther 
tely. 
le in 
been 
ise a 
t is, 


"10us 
ntal 
issia 
p of 
. the 
have 


been 
rela- 
been 
f the 
<e in 


only 
help 
dom 

and 
re in 
oy of 
pre- 
yrian 


they 
r the 
vared 
sibly 
- the 


CHRONOLOGY, JULY 8-21 985 





stubborn defence in Crete, in which such grievous losses were inflicted 
on the enemy’s air power, must be judged to have played their part in 
arriving at the general result. 

The Admiralty announced that the shipping losses in June were 52 
British ships, of 228,284 tons, 19 Allied, of 82,727 tons, and 8 neutrals, 
of 18,285 tons, a total of 79 ships of 329,296 tons. 

The enemy losses of merchant shipping from June 10 to July 10 
were estimated at 180,000 tons, making a total of some 3,391,000 tons 
for the whole war. 

July 16.—A party of Americans arrived in London sent by the U.S. 
Director of Civilian Defence as a board of municipal officials to observe 
British civilian defence work. 

The Air Ministry stated that between June 16 and July 10 over 2,000 
tons of bombs were dropped in the Ruhr, nearly 1,000 tons on Cologne, 
and over 500 on Bremen, while Kiel, Hamburg, and other towns and 
ports also had heavy quantities. 

July 17.—Mr. Harry Hopkins arrived in London and attended a 
meeting of the Cabinet. 

July 18.—The Government announced their full recognition of the 
Czechoslovak Government of President Benes, and appointed Mr. P. 
Nichols as Minister, with headquarters in London. 

Mr. Harry Hopkins told the press that they were launching in the 
United States the biggest merchant shipbuilding programme ever under- 
taken anywhere, to build enough ships to bring the goods into the 
U.K. and into every theatre in the world where the democracies were 
fighting Hitler. They would build at least 6 million tons in 1942, and 
substantially more in 1943. The figure for 1941 would be about a 
million tons. They were going to see that food was in these ships and 
plans were being made, through 1942 and 1943, to make certain that 
the food required would be produced to the necessary extent. 

Great new factories for aircraft, particularly heavy bombers, were 
soon coming into production, and they were convinced that between 
England and the United States they could build far more of these per 
month than Germany, and better ones. As to production in general he 
said: “It is increasing every month, it is going to increase every month, 
and it is going to be far more extensive than anyone realizes. The whole 
productive effort of your country and ours must be to supply the 
munitions of war that are sufficient to overwhelm the dictatorships. 
That is the only purpose of our productive effort—to whip this fellow. 
I am convinced that ... we can make the mechanized equipment 
required ... in vastly greater quantities than Hitler can. All those 
oppressed people throughout the world who may be worrying about 
“6 this war is coming out must know that this war just cannot be 
ost.” 

July 19.—Col. Britton, broadcasting at midnight, announced 
that the mobilization throughout occupied Europe of the V army 
had begun, and gave the following July 20 message to all the countries 
from Mr. Churchill: ‘‘The V sign is the symbol of the unconquerable 
will of the occupied territories and a portent of the fate awaiting 
the Nazi tyranny. So long as the peoples of Europe continue to refuse 
all collaboration with the invader it is sure that his cause will perish, 
and that Europe will be liberated.” 
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Col. Britton said: ‘“‘At this moment men and women all over —_ 
are dedicating themselves to the continuation of this war . . . until 
the V—the sign of Victory and Freedom—is triumphant.”’ 

July 20.—The following Ministerial appointments were announced: 
President the Board of Education, Mr. R. A. Butler; Minister of 

, Information, Mr. Brendan Bracken; Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, Mr. Duff Cooper; Postmaster-General, Lord Hankey: 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary, Foreign Office, Mr. Richard Law: 
Financial Secretary, War Office, Mr. Duncan Sandys; and Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Information, Mr. Ernest Thurtle. 

It was announced that Mr. Duff Cooper was proceeding to the Far 
East charged with the task of examining, on behalf of the War Cabinet, 
the arrangements for consultation and co-ordination between the 
various British authorities, military, administrative, and political, there. 

Figures issued in London of the results of air attacks on enemy 
shipping during the week ended July 19 evening showed that 42 
vessels, representing 242,000 tons, were sunk or left burning. 

Col. Britton, broadcasting at midnight, said: “‘A victory has been won. 
The mobilization of the V army against Nazi Germany was a complete 
success ...a vast army now stretches from one end of Europe to the 
other.... If Dr. Goebbels likes Vs I’ve 3 for him. Let him look up 
verse V of chapter V of Book V of the New Testament.”’ 

July 21.—The men born in the first half of 1922 who registered on 
July 12 numbered 120,699. 

Mr. Winant spoke to a gathering of teachers in London to inaugurate 
a course of study on the United States. 

The Belgian national day of independence was celebrated in London, 
and Mr. Eden broadcast ‘‘to Belgian people everywhere’’ a message of 
confidence in victory. Twice within 30 years Belgium had been invaded; 
“this time also,”’ he said, “the final result will be the same, you will be 
free again. But this time we will not lose the peace. We will build 
better. Germany must not be in a position to flay and torture Europe 
once every 30 years’. 

The Belgian Prime Minister’s speech. (See Belgium.) 


GREECE 


July 14.—The food shortage was reported to be acute and the infant 
mortality rate rising rapidly. Coal stocks were stated to be almost 
exhausted. 

July 18.—The Prime Minister issued a statement, from South Africa, 
declaring that the German attack on Russia “‘creates the obligation for 
Greece, which is continuing the struggle for freedom irrespective o/ 
social and evolutionary views, to declare her full and unreserved 
solidarity with the U.S.S.R. and its struggling people, to whom she wil! 
render every assistance in her power. . 

July 19.—Reports reaching Turkey stated that, despite the Italian 
occupation, Germans controlled all the means of communication and 
the aerodromes. The relations between them and the Italians were 
hostile, and corruption and graft were described as being general. 
German and Italian food controllers requisitioned foodstuffs in quan- 
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tities far exceeding the needs of the armies and resold the i wetbhel at 


enormous prices. 
The Tsolakoglu Government was stated to have no authority what- 
ever, no one paying the slightest attention to its orders. 


ICELAND 


July 9.—Mr. Churchill’s statement on the American occupation. 
(See Great Britain.) 

July 11.—The Althing, by 39 votes to 3 (Communist) approved the 
landing of U.S. forces, and “sanctioned the agreement made with 
the President of the U.S.A.” The Prime Minister explained that by 
the agreements with America and Great Britain the independence of 
Iceland was recognized, and her status was improved by the change 
from occupation by a belligerent to defence, at her own invitation, by a 
non-belligerent. 


INDIA 


July 10.—A further £49,000 was sent to London from the Viceroy’s 
War Purposes Fund. (The fund now totalled over 4 crores, 37 lakhs.) 
Subscriptions to the Indian Defence Loans passed the figure of 61 crores. 

July 11.—General Wavell arrived in the country. 

July 16.—The Supply Member of the Government, Sir Muhammed 
Zafrulla Khan, broadcast an account of the country’s industrial mobi- 
lization for war. The yearly production of guns was 5 times greater than 
in peacetime, and the output of filled shells 24 times. In addition to 
meeting the Army’s needs oversea orders had been met for 600,000 
filled shells and 150 million rounds of small arm ammunition. The first 
aeroplane to be assembled in the country had been turned out, and 
shipyards were building small craft from minesweepers to life-boats. 
The textile industries were producing during the year 324 million yards 
of cloth for military garments, and 9 factories were making 5 million 
garments monthly. 

Armour plate was now being made, and many machine tools, 54 
firms having been licensed by the Machine Tool Controller. 

July 17.—General Wavell told the press that Sir Gurunath Bewoor, 
Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs, had been appointed additional 
Defence Secretary, and that a Defence Committee had been set up, 
consisting of 10 members of the Central Legislatures. 

July 20.—It was announced that the British Government and the 
Government of the U.S.A., in consultation with the Indian Govern- 
ment, had agreed to a reciprocal exchange of representatives between 
the United States and India. The Governor-General had appointed 
Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai to be Agent-General for India in the U.S.A. 


ITALY 


July 8.—Signature of agreement settling frontier with Germany in 
Yugoslavia. (See Germany.) 
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July 13.—British official figures of Italian casualties up to June 30. 
(See Great Britain.) 

July 15.—The Inspector-General of the Wireless Dept. of the Min- 
istry of Popular Culture informed the representative of the National 
Broadcasting Co. of California that Italian wireless stations would no 
longer be at the disposal of American broadcasters. American reports 
stated that an increasingly strict censorship of all news was being exer- 
cised by the Gestapo, with daily instructions from Berlin covering 
forbidden and permitted items; even the latter could not be released 
from Rome until after their publication by the German News Agency, 


JAPAN 


July 10.—The Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs was presented by 
the British Ambassador with a vigorous protest against the bombing 
and destruction of the British Embassy in Chungking, which was 
demolished on July 8, after being damaged on June 2, 7, and 29. The 
Minister expressed his great-regret, and promised a further examination 
of the circumstances of the fresh attack. 


July 12.—The Consul in Vancouver was reported to have said: “We 
are not going to pull Germany’s chestnuts out of the fire. We are not 
vassals of Germany. We have much in common with the British people. 
Like them, we are a seafaring nation depending on world trade. We 
are not like the Germans. They are ruthless and uncouth.”’ 


July 13.—Government spokesmen in Tokyo declared that Great 
Britain and China were about to conclude an alliance. The press began 
a fresh campaign of propaganda against Indo-China, accusing that 
country of betraying the principles of the East Asian Co. Prosperity 
Sphere by trading with countries other than Japan. 


July 16.—The Cabinet resigned en bloc ‘‘in order to make room for a 
stronger Government to cope with the national and international 
situation’. Government spokesmen stated that the resignation would 
not result in any change in the country’s basic policies, either in the 
domestic or international fields. 


July 17.—Prince Konoe accepted the Emperor’s command to form a 
new Cabinet. High officials of the War and Navy Ministries conferred at 
length, and the Domei Agency stated that their discussions ‘‘reliably 
indicate that the armed forces are ready to co-operate with Prince 
Konoe’s efforts to form a new Cabinet”’. 


Reports were current that full mobilization had been ordered and 
measures taken to hold Japanese ships in home waters and to recall 
reservists. Kobe port was stated to have been closed for 10 days. 


July 18.—Prince Konoye formed a Cabinet, with Admiral Toyoda, 
Foreign Minister; Mr. Ogura, Minister of Finance; General Tojo, War; 
Admiral Oikawa, Marine; Mr. Tanabe, the Interior; Dr. Hashida, 
Education; Mr. Ino, Agriculture; Admiral Sakonji, Commerce and 
Industry; Mr. Murata, Communications; and General Koizumi, 
Welfare. Baron Hiranuma, General Suzuki and General Yanagawa 
were appointed Ministers without Portfolio. The Premier took the 
Portfolio of Justice: 
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He iene a statement paren that the country’s policy to cope 
with the international situation was already fixed; the only way to 
realize it was to put their internal affairs in order, and “‘with the earnest 
support of a population of 100 million I intend to do everything in my 
power to accomplish the great ideal of founding an empire by 
overc oming all difficulties that may lie in our country’s path”. 

July 20.—Kokumin Shimbun, referring to Lord Halifax’s speech, . 

said Britain and the U.S.A. were gradually extending their horseshoe- 
shaped encirclement of Japan by establishing bases from the Aleutian 
Islands to Singapore. Citing their aid to China, their support of the 
Dutch East Indies Government and of the de Gaullists in Indo-China, 
and influence alleged to have been exerted on the Thai Government, 
it declared that “Japan is the one who is being picked on for a 
quarrel’. 
: July 21.—The Foreign Minister told the press that: ‘“There is no such 
thing as a fixed course of foreign policy. Foreign policy should not be a 
rigid and narrow affair.”” Asked whether the Tripartite Pact still stood 
he quoted the Premier’s statement: “There cannot be a change in 
fundamental policy.’”” He confirmed reports that all efforts would be 
concentrated on a settlement of “‘the China affair’. 

Certain areas off the coast of Formosa were declared forbidden zones 
for foreign ships. 


MEXICO 


July 16.—A Trade Agreement was signed with the U.S.A. providing 
for the purchase by the latter of all Mexican surplus products, and for 
the export of raw materials used for munitions only to the United 
States or the Latin American nations which exercised control of exports. 
The re-export of American materials was prohibited. 


THE NETHERLANDS 


July 8.—It was announced, by the Germans, that the following 
political parties had been dissolved: the Roman Catholic State Party, 
the Secial Democratic Labour Party, the Liberal State Party, the 
Christian Democratic Union, the Christian Historical Union, the 
Reform State Party, and the Liberal Democratic Party. 


NEW ZEALAND 


July 14.—The Acting Premier stated that Mr. Fraser attended the 
British Cabinet meetings at which the agreement with Russia was 
discussed, and the New Zealand Government and War Cabinet whole- 
hear tedly endorsed it. 

July 17.—The Finance Minister, introducing the Budget, said war 
expenditure was estimated at £69,700,000. 
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NORWAY 


July 10.—The King, in a broadcast to his people, warned them that 
Norway’s relation to Finland must not be allowed to obscure the fact 
that Norwegians were at war with Germany. “The Germans are our 
enemies’, he said, ‘‘and they pretend that this war is a fight only against 
Bolshevism . . , Every impartial observer will know that the attack on 
Russia is above all a part of Germany’s struggle for world domination 
...if Germany should be victorious it would mean oppression and 
thraldom for Norway and for the rest of the world.”’ 

After saying that no one knew how long this fight for right and 
justice would last, he said he was convinced that “‘in this war right 
alone is not enough; the decisive factor is guns, tanks, and aeroplanes, 
However, if faith in right and justice for humanity and nations is lost, 
life has lost its value. Hold out. ... Be assured that Norway will once 
again be free... .” 


PERU 


July 8.—The Government, in a statement through the Legation in 
London, declared that the Ecuadorian sources reporting the attack of 
July 6 omitted to mention that it actually began the day before, and 
was launched at 3 points by Ecuadorian troops, which were repelled 
with losses by the frontier police posts. It was renewed the next day, 
and again repelled. . 

The allegation of Japanese instigation was completely untrue, and 
rather astonishing ‘‘as the President of Peru was the only one in South 
America to declare openly and unmistakably, a few weeks ago, his 
country’s full. support of the ideals for which the democracies are 
fighting’. 

July 9.—The Government were approached by the U.S., Argentine, 
and Brazilian Governments with a proposal that their troops should 
establish a 30 kilometre ‘“‘no-man’s-land”’ as a first step to a truce. 

July 11.—The Government accepted “‘in principle’’ the proposal of 
the 3 Governments. 


POLAND 


July 16.—General Sikorski, speaking at an Air Force ceremony, said 
he entirely shared Mr. Churchill’s view of the importance and urgency 
of a Polish agreement with Russia, and went on: “‘As for Germany, | 
flatly and resolutely reject in the name of the Polish Government the 
ostensible favours which Hitler’s bloody executioners are seeking to 
offer us to-day... . I sincerely desire an understanding with Russia ... 
but it must be a genuine agreement, and not one which would violate 
the frontiers and sovereignty of the Polish State, and which would 
throw doubt on the sincerity of the Allies’ intentions in their struggle 
for the most sacred principles of right and Christianity. Therefore, while 
expressing gratitude to Great Britain and her Foreign Secretary ... ! 
express my confidence also that in the future these relations will be 
arranged in the best possible way, and that our understanding with 
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Russia, strengthening common steps against invasions threatening the 
most elementary principles of civilization, will come into effect.” 


PORTUGAL 


July 9.—A further contingent of troops, including artillery, left for 
the Azores. 
July 15.—More troops left for the Azores. 


RUMANIA 


July 10.—Turkish reports stated that the hospitals throughout the 
country were unable to cope with the very large numbers of wounded 
arriving from Bessarabia, and Rumanian losses alone in 17 days were 
estimated at over 80,000. The Ploesti oil refineries were reported to be 
almost unusable. 

July 12.—The press published articles appealing to the people to 
support the war as a Christian crusade and ‘‘a war in the name of 
civilization’. 

July 19.—Reports were current from Russian sources that many acts 
of sabotage were being carried out by soldiers and Customs officials, who 
were stated to be helping the Red Army. Owing to the very large num- 
bers of arrests the Government issued a statement attributing them to 
“excesses of the police and other authorities’, and advised all citizens 
to complain to the Ministry of the Interior if they suffered any 

injustice. 

July 21—An official statement described the food situation as 

“deplorable’’. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


July 14.—General Smuts, broadcasting on the anniversary of the 
departure of troops for Kenya, said they had laid low Mussolini and his 
African Empire. The downfall of Italy was the first stage of the down- 
fall of the Axis. As to Russia, he said: ‘Let no one say we are now in 
league with Communists and are fighting the battle of Communism. 
More fitly can neutralists and fence sitters be charged with fighting 
the battle of Nazism. If Hitler in his insane megalomania has driven 
Russia to fight him in self-defence, we bless her arms and wish her all 
success, without for a moment identifyi ing ourselves with her com- 
munistic creed.” 


SPAIN 


July 17.—General Franco, speaking on the 5th anniversary of the 
outbreak of the civil war, said Spain’s sympathies were with the Axis, 
but declared, ‘“‘we can say that Spain is master of her own fate”. He 
also said: “The American continent cannot dream of intervening in 
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Europe without subjecting itself to a catastrophe. Nor can the Ameri- 
can coasts be imperilled by attacks from European Powers. Freedom 
of the seas is a monstrous irony for peoples suffering the consequences 
of war and with international law overridden by an inhuman blockade 
of the Continent it is no more than a grandiose farce. No one believes 
in it. To say that the fate of the war can be changed by the entry of a 
third Power is criminal madness and means the setting alight of a 
boundless universal war, which may last years and finally ruin the 
countries whose economy is based on trading with Europe. The war 
did not start on a sound basis for the Allies. They have lost it. . . . The 
fight against Soviet Russia to-day apparently making common cause 
with the plutocratic world, cannot alter the result.’’ The destruction of 
Russian Communism was already inevitable. In Europe the die was 
cast. 

He also accused the United States of trying to influence Spain 
politically in a way “incompatible with our sovereignty and dignity as 
a free nation’. 


SWEDEN 


July 9.—Stockholms Tidningen reported that the Russians wer 
defending their positions with admirable military discipline, ofte: 
fighting till the last man, and their resistance had cost the Germans 
dear in men and material. It concluded ‘‘although German losses hay 
certainly been great, nothing indicates that they have been catas- 
trophic’. 

July 15.—The Aftonbladet published a dispatch from the United 
States alleging that President Roosevelt intended to enter a state of 
war with Germany as soon as possible, and had ordered U.S. warships 
to fire on German ships without warning. 

July 19.—The export licence system was extended to cover all 
exports, and trading in copper and copper alloys was placed under 
State control to ensure domestic supplies. An order was issued con- 
fiscating all stocks of coal of over 100 tons. 


SYRIA 


July 12.—General Dentz accepted the British terms as a basis for the 
negotiation of an armistice. His representative, General de Verdillac, 
met General Wilson and General Catroux at Acre, just over the Pales- 
tine frontier, and initialled a draft of the terms. General Wilson 
broadcast a statement in which he said they had just been taking part 
in “‘a painful, but necessary, ceremony—painful because it is always 
difficult to have to fight a war of this kind, whatever its outcome; an¢ 
necessary because of the vital importance, since the defection of ou! 
late ally, of ensuring the safety of the territory she occupied in Syria 
and Lebanon. These territories were until recently being used by ou 
main enemy to our detriment. Our late ally saw fit to oppose us 
preventing this. That opposition has now come to an end”’. 
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The negotiations should ensure for them “a bulwark of defence 
against the German and a well-placed position from which to deal 
with him’. In the negotiations they had had in mind the feelings of 
the French Army and had done their best to spare their honour, and 
“Tam glad to say’’, he concluded, “that the whole proceedings have 
been carried out without acrimony and with the will to produce 
satisfactory terms’’. 

July 14.—The armistice conference was resumed, and the convention 
for the cessation of hostilities signed. 

July 15.—Allied forces occupied Beirut. Announcement of terms of 
the agreement. (See Special Note.) 

July 16.—Generals Wilson and Catroux made a formal entry into 
Beirut and received the Lebanese Government and local church, civic, 
and commercial dignitaries. They took over from Admiral Goulon whom 
General Dentz (who had gone to Tripoli to embark for France) had 
left as his deputy. The population gave the British and Australian 
troops a warm welcome. 

Subsequently Generals Wilson and Catroux called on the Lebanese 
Prime Minister and his Ministers. 


TURKEY 

July 13.—Some 2,000 refugees from Syria arrived from over the 
frontier, including the head of the Italian Armistice Commission. The 
Vichy naval craft which had taken refuge at Alexandretta were under- 


stood to have been disarmed and their crews taken off for internment. 

The press expressed much resentment at M. Litvinov’s remarks 
about countries who had signed pacts of ‘friendship’ with Germany. 

Four Greek steamers lying at Istanbul were transferred to the 
British Government by the Greek Government. 

The press published a Tass Agency message concerning Bulgarian 
troop concentrations and other preparations near the Thracian border 
apparently directed against Turkey. 

July 21.—The Government were understood to have refused a 
demand of the Vichy Government for the release of the ships sheltering 
at Alexandretta on the ground that they took refuge there as a result 
of warlike operations between British and French forces, and that 
Turkey’s attitude was dictated by the neutral position she adopted dur- 
ing these operations. (The Vichy Government had argued that a state 
of war did not exist between Britain and France.) 


U.S.A. 


July 9.—The Secretary of the Navy announced that the Navy had 
been ordered by President Roosevelt in the case of Iceland to go 
further than ordered originally regarding hostile craft. (The original 
orders were togreport sighting such craft in waters of the Western 
Hemisphere.) 

Mr. Welles emphasized to the press that the Consul-General in 
Beirut was not acting as an intermediary between the belligerents, but 
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merely as a channel of communication in what affected the French 
request for armistice negotiations. 

It was stated in Washington that Mr. Churchill had conveyed to the 
White House an expression of the official concern aroused by such 
premature disclosures of military movements as that of Senator 
Wheeler, on July 3, regarding the American occupation of Iceland. 

Senator Wheeler told the press he would continue to make known 
any steps leading the United States towards war. 

Mr. Churchill’s statement in Parliament regarding Iceland. (Se 
Great Britain.) 

President Roosevelt told the press that the effort to define the eastem 
limit of the Western Hemisphere was pointless. Some points clearly 
within it were of no importance for the defence of the New World, 
while others outside it were vitally important to their security. 

It was learnt that military aircraft manufacturers delivered 1,476 
aircraft in June, and 1,334 in May. - 

Mr. Willkie confefred with the President, by invitation, and told the 
press afterwards that they discussed the whole international situation 
in great detail. He said he was in favour of establishing U.S. military 
bases in Northern Ireland and Scotland, adding: ‘‘There is no use in 
just giving lip-service to Britain.” ;, 

The American Red Cross announced that a British vessel taking 1() 
American nurses to England had been torpedoed a fortnight previously 
and that 6 of the nurses were missing. 

July 10.—The President received the Soviet Ambassador. 

The Government were understood to have warned Germany and 
Italy that unless Americans held as ‘“‘retaliation hostages’ in German 
occupied countries were freed and given exit permits no German or 
Italian would be allowed to leave the country. 

Senator Taft described the occupation of Iceland as an act oi 
“aggressive war’, and said that “reliable authorities’ had told him 
that the United States were establishing a base in Northern Ireland. 

President Roosevelt asked Congress for $4,770 million for the 
Army. 

July 11.—President Roosevelt asked Congress for $3,323 million in 
cash and contract authorizations for the Navy and the Maritime 
Commission, of which $1,625 million was in cash for the Navy. 

Thé Maritime Commission seized one German and 15 Italian vessels 
under the Espionage Act of 1917. 

The British Embassy issued a statement that the British Government 
“gratefully recognize the assistance which they and their Allies wil 
receive from the service which the vessels (seized by the U.S. Govem- 
ment) are to render, and they have accordingly waived the exercis: 
of their belligerent right as far as these vessels are cor.cerned”’. 

President Roosevelt told the press, in reply to questions, that 
American stéel might have gone into the construction work of 
many as 50 British naval and air bases, some of it purchased, and some 
obtained under the Lease and Lend Act. There weregAmerican work- 
men all over the world being paid by the British Government, and this 
was perfectly legal. (Senators Wheeler and Taft had declared that the 
United States was building an air base for Britain at Londonderry.) 





istern 
learly 
V orld, 


1,476 


\d the 
ation 
litary 
ise in 


ng 10) 
( usly 


’ and 
TmMan 
an or 


ct of 
| him 
nd. 

r the 


on in 
‘itime 


essels 


ment 
; wil 
vern- 
ercise 


that 
of as 
some 
vork- 
1 this 
t the 
ry.) 





CHRONOLOGY, JULY 8-21 995 


The President appointed Col. Donovan to be “‘coordinator’’ of 
defence information. 

The Secretary of the Navy appeared at a closed session of the 
Senate Naval Affairs Committee, and was understood to have denied 
categorically that there had been any sinkings of U-boats by warships 
on patrol. 

oy 12.—The Maritime Commission announced that it had taken 
over 16 more Danish ships, making 31 in all. 

July 14.—The Administrator of the Office of Price Administration 
told the press that Hitler’s Germany could be “licked by American 
production” only if the country was ready to make considerable 
material sacrifices. In Germany and England every employed person 
was working 4 or 5 hours out of every 8 for defence, whereas in America 
only about one hour’s work out of 8 was for defence. To out-produce 
Nazidom they must make it 3 hours a day. 

July 15.—The President asked Congress to establish daylight 
saving all the year round, since the conservation of electrical energy 
was essential to the defence programme. He also told the press that 
“Unless Congress revises the Selective Service (Conscription) Act to 
permit of the retention of conscripts, the U.S. Army faces serious 
disintegration.” 

Dispatch to the Stockholm Aftonbladet from the United States re 
the President’s policy. (See Sweden.) 

July 16.—The Navy announced that the entrances to Manila Bay 
and Subig Bay, in the Philippines, had been mined, and vessels would 
only be allowed to enter the former during daylight. 

Signature of Trade Agreement with Mexico. (See Mextco.) 

The armed transport West Point left New York with some 450 Axis 
officials and their families. 

July 17.—The President issued a proclamation establishing a ‘“‘black 
list” of 1,800 persons and firms in Latin America ‘“‘deemed to be acting 
for the benefit of Germany or Italy or the nationals of those countries, 
and persons to whom the exportation directly or indirectly of various 
articles or materials is deemed to be detrimental to the interest of 
national defence’. 

Mr. Hopkins in London. (See Great Britain.) 

The President summoned the Chiefs of the Navy to a conference. 

July 18.—Lord Halifax, speaking in San Francisco, said: “‘It is the 
settled policy of British and I have no doubt, of the U.S. Government, 
to do all in their power to preserve peace in the Pacific. There is not 
the slightest desire to pick a quarrel with Japan, and provided she is 
willing to approach these questions which affect her in the Far East 
with due regard for the rights of other interested Powers I can see no 
reason why any difficulties need arise which might lead toa clash. But 
no one should make the mistake of thinking that under the pressure of 
the European struggle Great Britain is prepared to allow her legitimate 
rights and interests in other parts of the world to be ignored or set 
aside... .” 

He repeated that if Hitler offered terms of peace of no matter what 
nature, they would have no interest for Britain ‘‘because the record of 
Hitler’s lies is such that we are resolved never to pay the slightest 
attention in future to any assurance which he’may give’. 
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Statement by Mr. Hopkins i in London. (See Great Britain.) 

July 19.—The Government asked owners of tank steamers to turn 
over 100 more to the British service besides the 50 already so diverted. 
(The 50 were engaged in carrying oil from the Dutch West Indies and 
American Gulf ports to the Atlantic ports.) Reports were current that 
Great Britain would take over 48 Norwegian tankers under charter to 
American, British, and other interests and engaged in carrying oil in 
non- -belligerent waters. 

July 20.—Mr. Ickes, the Petroleum Production Co-ordinator, 
approved a plan to give Great Britain one day’s production (some 
1,340,000 barrels) of all Texas oil wells. 

Announcement of exchange of representatives between India and 
the United States. (See India.) 

July 21.—President Roosevelt broadcast a Message he was sending 
to Congress on the subject of the Army, asking Congress to “acknow- 
ledge” a national emergency and authorize the extension of the term 
of service beyond one year for the Army, the National Guard, and the 
Reserve of Officers. He referred to “‘the sequence of conquests or 
attacks—which have continued uninterruptedly throughout several 
years all the way from the coup against Austria to the present cam- 
paign against Russia. Every move up and down across Europe and 
into Asia and Africa has been conducted according to a time schedule, 
utilizing in every case an overwhelming superiority not only in material 
but also in trained men. Each campaign has beén based on a prelimi- 
nary assurance of safety or non-aggression to the intended victim. 
Each campaign has been based on disarming fear and gaining time 
until the German Government is fully ready to throw its treaties and 
pacts to the winds and simultaneously launch an attack in over- 
whelming force’. 

Each elimination of a victim brought the issue of Nazi domination 
closer to the Western Hemisphere, while their intrigues of propaganda 
and conspiracy sought to weaken every link in the community of 
interests between the American countries. 

The result was that the international situation was far more grave 
than a year earlier, and it was the almost unanimous opinion of naval 
and military officers that ‘‘the schemes and plans of the aggressor 
nations against American security are so evident that the United States 
and the rest of the Americas are definitely imperilled in their national 
interests’’. 

Americans could not afford to speculate with security, and they hada 
responsibility to every nation in the Hemisphere. Thus, to weaken the 
Army at this time would be “‘an act of bad faith towards our neighbours. ” 
He concluded with the words, ‘“‘Time counts’’, and ‘‘the responsibility 
rests solely with Congress’. 

Mr. Welles told the press that the Government had intormation that 
_Germany was preparing a new aggression against the remaining inde- 
pendent countries of Europe. Referring to General Franco’s accusation 
that American offers of economic help to Spain always involved attempts 
to force that country to obey the will of other nations he said this was 
entirely untrue. Supplies of food and medicine sent to Spain by the 
Red Cross were not contingent on any policy by the Spanish Govern- 
ment except that the Spanish people should remain at peace and that 
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the supplies should be devoted to the alleviation of suffering. General 
Franco’s assertion that an Axis victory would restore to the American 
nations the freedom of the seas was patently false, since the Atlantic 
would pass into unfriendly hands. 

The prosperity of the American nations had been founded on the 
fact that the Atlantic and other seas were controlled by friendly Powers. 

He said the Government had promised full support to Bolivia in the 
event of an international incident arising from the expulsion of the 
German Minister and its cause. 


U.S.S.R. 


July 8.—Military mission’s arrival in London. (See Great Britain.) 

M. Litvinov, broadcasting in English, said that England and Russia 
should strike at Hitler ‘“‘now, without respite, untiringly. Each blow 
struck now will be 10 times as effective and entail infinitely less expen- 
diture and sacrifice than if it were delivered later’. Mr. Churchill’s 
speech of June 22 he described as “‘a statement delivered with that 
statesmanlike acumen which is characteristic of him. We no less 
recognize the menace a Hitler victory in the West would constitute for 
us’. Of the German invasion he said: 

“No agreement or treaty; no undertaking signed by Hitler and his 
henchmen; no promises or assurances on their part; no declarations of 
neutrality; no relation with them whatsoever can provide a guarantee 
against sudden unprovoked attack. More, no peace that could be made 
would be a protection against renewed attack at any time. Nay, have 
we not learned from the actual writings and declarations of Hitler and 
his merry men that he considers himself above all conception of the 
peaceful coexistence of nations, international obligations, morals, 
honour, humanity—in a word, all that distinguishes civilized society 
from the jungle?”’ 

The Moscow wireless broadcast appeals to German soldiers to desert 
and to workers to commit sabotage to “‘stop Hitler’s war machine’. 
The troops were told that wherever they advanced they would find 
nothing but desert and scorched earth. The bulletiris also reported that 
relations between Finnish and German soldiers in the Far Northern 
sectors were ‘‘exceedingly hostile’. 

July 11.—The State Committee of Defence appointed Marshal 
Voroshiloff C.-in-C. of the North-west front; Marshal Timoshenko, 
C.-in-C. of the Western; and Marshal Budenny C.-in-C. of the South- 
west front. , 

M. Lozovsky told the press that over one million Germans had been 
killed or wounded since fighting began. Many advance German tanks 
had been bogged or broken down, short of fuel and food. 

July 12.—The Tass Agency reported that “‘the Ruhr region, where 
about 70 per cent of the German coalmining and metallurgical industry 
is concentrated, is ablaze with fires. Géring used to boast: ‘We shall not 
allow a single enemy bomber to appear over the Ruhr.’ British pilots 
have shown the real farce of this boasting. According to neutral 
observers extreme anxiety is felt in Germany over the great material 
and moral damage caused by British bombers. One report says that 
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the Ruhr industries are working at only 40 per cent of their normal 
capacity’. 

July 13.—An Agreement with Great Britain was signed in Moscow 
and signed by M. Molotov and the British Ambassador. Article (1) 
stated: “The two Governments mutually undertake to render ci 
other assistance and support of all kinds in the present war against 
Hitlerite Germany. (2) They further undertake that during this war 
they will neither negotiate nor conclude an armistice or treaty of peace 
except by mutual agreement.’’ They agreed that the Agreement came 
into force at once, and was not subject to ratification. 

July 14.—A supplement to the military communiqué, referring to 
the Agreement with England, said “the wise decision of the Govern- 
ments of these two great Powers will certainly meet with satisfaction 
and approval among the ranks of all progressive mankind. The clique 
of Hitler’s bandits striving to secure world domination constitutes a 
great danger for humanity and for civilization. All peace-loving 
peoples should join the Soviet Union and Great Britain in their fight 
against this bloodthirsty foe’. 

General Golikov arrived back in Moscow to report. 

The Moscow radio declared that: “The people of the U.S.S.R. 
unanimously welcome the agreement between the Soviet and Great 
Britain. The people of Britain are with us; they are filled with the 
desire to free the world of the Hitler gangsters. The whole civilized 
world pays due homage to the heroism of the British people and their 
gallant Army and Navy. The courage of the British is well-known. 
They do not lose that courage in moments of great trial. This gives 
them strength in the struggle for their native land... . The people of 
the Soviet Union have also never given way before enemies who have 
sought their life and lmberty. . . . They are filled with determination in 
the struggle against the crafty enemy....In their struggle against 
Fascist barbarians the British were not dismayed by the temporary 
failures, neither were their heads turned by victories. When the German 
Fascist hordes appeared on the shores of the Straits of Dover and the 
English Channel, and prematurely celebrated their victory over 
democratic Britain, the British showed in the moment of mortal danger 
that they were capable, under the leadership of their far-sighted states- 
men, of developing the gigantic strength latent in them. . . . The people 
of the Soviet Union greet the courageous and fearless British people. 
We have no doubt that the united effort of two great people will put an 
end to Fascism, which has sown war and death all over the world.” 

July 15.—Reports from Turkish sources stated that an attempt had 
been made to foment an anti-Soviet revolt in the Ukraine, but the 
population had arrested the ringleaders and handed them over to the 
authorities. 

July 17.—The Deputy Foreign Commissar announced that the Soviet 
Union, in principle, stood for the independence of Poland, as it did also 
for the independence and freedom of Czechoslovakia and other countries 
occupied by Germany. It was announced in Moscow that an agreement 
had been reached with the Czechoslovak Republic for the exchange o! 
diplomatic representatives and on the common struggle against 
Germany. 

A decree was issued appointing Commissars to be attached to 





Ormal 


DSCOW 
le ( 1) 

each 
yainst 
S war 
peace 
came 


ng to 
ivern- 
ction 
‘lique 
ites a 
Ving 


their 
OWN. 
gives 
le of 
have 
on in 
ainst 
rary 
man 
1 the 
over 
nger 
ates- 
ople 
ple. 
it an 
> 


had 
the 
the 


viet 
also 
ries 
ient 
e of 
inst 


to 


CHRONOLOGY, JULY 8-21 999 





each Army and Navy unit, to represent the party and the Govern- 
ment, and providing that they should assist the commanding officers 
in every way. It stated that the Commissars must by their personal 
example of bravery at the gravest moments of the battle raise the 
fighting spirit of the unit; they must also “carry on a ruthless struggle 
against all cowards, panic mongers, and deserters, cut at the very roots 
of all treason, and set up revolutionary orders and military discipline’. 

July 18.—An Agreement with the Czechoslovak Republic was 
signed (in London) with the following terms: (1) The Governments 
agreed immediately to exchange Ministers. (2) They mutually under- 
took to aid and support each other in every way in the war against 
Hitlerite Germany. (3) The Soviet Government consented to the 
formation on their territory of national Czechoslovak military units 
under a commander appointed by the Czechoslovak Government in 
agreement with the Soviet Government. These military units would 
operate under the direction of the High Military Command of the 
U.S.S.R. (4) The Agreement to come into force at once, not subject 
to ratification. (5) The Agreement drawn up in Russian and Czech, 
both texts having equal force. 

July 19.—Diplomatic relations with Yugoslavia were re-established. 

July 20.—A decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 
U.S.S.R. announced that Stalin was appointed People’s Commissar for 
Defence of the U.S.S.R., and Marshal Timoshenko, Assistant Com- 
missar. 

July 21.—M. Lozovsky told the press that German forces were hold- 
ing only certain front lines, and there were hundreds of towns and 
villages in their rear where Russian forces were in control. Thousands 
of guerrilla bands were harassing communications and ambushing 
enemy troops. 

He also said that Moscow had had several air-raid warnings, but no 
German ’plane had been within 100 miles. 

Four more Vice-Commissars of Defence were appointed: M. 
Schadenko, General Fedorenko, of the Tank Corps, General Zhigarev, 
of the Air Force, and General Zhruliev, of the Ordnance Corps. 


YUGOSLAVIA 

July 8.—Signature of agreement between Germany and Italy 
settling the frontier on Yugoslav territory. (See Germany.) 

July 12.—It was announced that the Prime Minister had declared 
the Government’s agreement with the British Government’s support 
for Russia. 
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